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ORDERS OF SERVICE FOR THE FIRST QUARTER, 1920' 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 1 
May be used from January 4 to February 8 


CxLass books, hymnals, and Bibles, should be distrib- 
uted before the opening service. 


OPENING WORSHIP 


Notre.—It is understood of course that the hymns 
and Scripture readings indicated in these or- 
ders of service are not to be used every Sunday, 
but that these selections are given to indicate 
the character of music that may most helpfully 


be used, and the Scripture passages that are 


particularly adapted to such exercises. 

Music.—By pianist or orchestra. 

ScripTuRE READING.—School rises at signal from 
piano. Ps. 119: 1-16 to be read in unison by 
the entire school. 

HyrmMn.—“‘Alleluia,” No. 211. 

ScHoouL SEATED. 

Doors OPENED. 

Hymn (school standing). —“Alleluia,’ No. 189. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON. 

PrayeR.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 172. 

Memory Dri. 

Nara ATTENDANCE RECORD AND OFFERING. 


HyMNn. 


“Alleluia,” No. 252. 
MISSIONARY INSTRUCTION. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S OR PASTOR’S FrIvE MINUTES, AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


LESSON PRAYER. 


CLASS PERIOD (lesson study by classes). 


CLOSING WORSHIP 


Quiet Music.—Five minutes before the close of the 
lesson period. 


Lesson Hywutn.—Selected. 
REPORT OF SECRETARY. 


CLosING HYMN. 


“Alleluia,” No. 193. 
PRAYER. 


OPENING SERVICE, No. 2 

May be used from February 15 to March 28 
Music.—All rise at signal from piano. 
Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 2. 
RESPONSIVE READING.—Psalm 103. 
PRAYER.—Closing with The Lord’s Prayer. 
ScHooL SEATED. 
Hymn.—‘‘Alleluia,” No. 88. 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED. 
SCRIPTURE LESSON. 
Hyn.—“Alleluia,” No. 103. 
Memory WORK, OR MISSIONARY INSTRUCTION. 
MARKING ATTENDANCE RECORD AND OFFERING. 


Hymn.—“Alleluia,” No. 178. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S FIVE MINUTES AND ANNOUNCE- 
MENTS. 


LESSON PRAYER. 


CLASS PERIOD. 


> Extra copies of these Orders of Service, on heavy paper, may be ordered of the publishers at 50 cents a 


hundred. 
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YOU NEVER GRADUATE 


EAR Fellow Students: 

Peter and John graduated from the synagogue school. 
They had learned to read and write, and so they gradu- 
ated. But they never graduated from the school in which 
Jesus is the Teacher. They were young men when they began 
to go to school to Jesus. And they kept on attending his school 
as long as they lived. The older they grew, the more neces- 
sary they found it was to have Jesus teach them how to live. 
Peter was an old man when he died. It is probable that the 
enemies of Jesus made him a martyr just because he was such 
a faithful disciple of his Teacher. John lved on and on, until 
he was older than almost anyone you know. He was very prob- 
ably the last one left alive who had seen the great Teacher with his own eyes and heard 
him teach the greatest lessons in the world with his own lips. 

But after Jesus died and rose again, he kept on teaching Peter and John. And 
Peter and John kept on going to school to Jesus and trying to do everything that 
he taught. This quarter we are going to school with Peter and John again. We are 
going to learn with them what Jesus had to teach them and us after his death and 
resurrection. There is very much more to learn than we have learned so far. We can 
never graduate from the school of Jesus. Though we live to be as old as Peter, or 
even as old as John, there will still be the most important lessons to learn from Jesus. 
‘Let us never think that we have learned all that Jesus can teach us. 


Most sincerely your friend, 


: pe 
— tans 
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Lesson I (XIV) 


PETER PREACHES AT PENTECOST 


January 4, 1920 


The Golden Text—“Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”—Acts 2: 21. 
TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 2: 14, 22-24, 32-42 


For entire lesson, see Acts, ch. 2. 


COMMON VERSION 


14 { But Pe’ter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of 
Ju-de’a, and all ye that dwell at Je-ru’sa-lem, be 
this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 


* * * * * 


22 Ye men of Is’ra-el, hear these words; Je’sus 
of Naz’a-reth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did 
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also 
know: 


23 Him, being delivered by the determinate coun- 
sel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 


24. Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it. 


* * * * * 


32 This Je’sus hath God raised up, whereof we 
all are witnesses. 


33 Therefore being by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the prom- 
ise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear. 


34 For Da’vid is not ascended into the heavens: 
but he saith himself, The Lorp said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 


35 Until I make thy foes thy footstool. 


36 Therefore let all the house of Is’ra-el know 
assuredly, that God hath made that same Je’sus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 


37 ‘| Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Pe’ter and to the rest 
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? . 


38 Then Pe’ter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Je’sus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 


39 For the promise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall eall. 


40 And with many other words did he testify and 
exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation, 

41 { Then they that gladly received his word 


were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted 
up his voice, and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye 
men of Juda, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, 
be this known unto you, and give ear unto my 


words. 
* * + * * 


22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you. by 
mighty works and wonders and signs which God did 
by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves 
know; 23 him, being delivered up by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by the 
hand of lawless men did crucify and slay: 24 whom 
God raised up, having loosed the pangs of death: 
because it was not possible than he should be holden 
of it. 


* * * * * 


32 This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. 33 Being therefore by the right hand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he hath poured 
forth this, which ye see and hear. 34 For David 
ascended not into the heavens: but he saith himself, 
The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand, 
35 Till I make thine enemies the foostool of thy 
- feet. 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know as- 
suredly, that God hath made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified. 

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? 38 
And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For to you 
is the promise, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call unto him. 40 And with many other words 
he testified, and exhorted them, s-ying, Save your- 
selves from this crooked generation. 41 They then 
that received his word were baptized: and there 
were added unto them in that day about three 
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42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. 


Peter Preaches at Pentecost 


January 4, 1920 


thousand sou 42 And they continued stedfastly 
in the apost teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 


fA. 


Additional Passages for Study: Acts 4:4; 6:7. 


The Time—aA.D. 30. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
PAD DUAY Ss LICCEIN DOI 29. 5 icis abe v0 ew plea ors.ts Wathesses -1Otwal RUS. it. dele. oc tiews 0 seas fae Acts 1: 1-9. 
Pieniay . letemper -oUi s,s... % «vasak ake ane The Coming of the Holy Spirit............./ Acts 2: 1-8. 
WePanenen ge, DECeMper OL: oc. Salcean nuh. © 6 EPOODECY ce UIDLGUL «otc oat see ee ee Occe ee os al Acts 2: 14-21. 
PUREST Te RP ANALY Oo Vie ea. soe a vx oe vee naire Sa < The Resurrection Foretold................./ Acts 2 : 22-32. 
Peay) aNuAaTy 2 ee... eae Three Thousand Converted...:.........:... Acts 2 : 33-42. 
PAMITULAy Se ATUATY 1s 0. cole cen tclnt sree see ie Se ALSO rel area sk. even Me tha ee ee Psalm 16. 
PHMiays wongary: 460¢ fo dD aie ar eee. oS. The Promise of the Spirit of Truth......... John 16: 7-15. 


COUNTRY PEOPLE IN JERUSALEM 


There was a house in the ancient and holy city 
of Jerusalem where, day after day, about one hun- 


dred and twenty people gathered. They were mostly: 


country people from the north, that is, from Gali- 


lee. They did not make their homes in Jeru- 
salem. They had come there for a special pur- 
pose. What purpose could bring these Galilean 


folks to Jerusalem, and keep them there day after 
day? 

Why were the four Galilean fishermen, Peter 
and Andrew, and James and John, in Jerusalem? 
Why was Philip, their old fellow townsman in 
“Fishertown,” there? And why was Nathanael of 
Cana, who was sometimes called Bartholomew, 
there? And why were the rest of the apostles— 
Judas, the traitor, was dead—in Jerusalem? And 
what were these good Galilean women, who trav- 
eled around with Jesus and his disciples and pro- 
vided things for them to eat, doing in Jerusalem? 
Why were Salome, the mother of John and James, 
and Mary, the mother of the other James whom 
they called “the little’ to distinguish him from 
fisherman James, and Mary of Magdala, and Jo- 
anna, whose husband had a position at Herod’s 
court, and Susanna, and so many of the men’s: wives 
in Jerusalem? And above all, why was Mary of 
Nazareth in Jerusalem, with her four grown sons, 
James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas? These young 
men never used to believe that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah. What were they doing in the close company 
of those who believed so firmly that Jesus was the 
Messiah, and what were they all doing in Jerusa- 


lem? 
WE CAN UNDERSTAND 


We can understand why they should be staying 
away from home while Jesus was on earth and 
it was possible to be near him by following him 
around the country. But Jesus had been crucified 
six or seven weeks before, and many of them who 
had come to Jerusalem with him that last time, 
had hurried home to Galilee with breaking hearts. 
They had believed so firmly that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, that when he was so cruelly and so shame- 
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fully put to death, they scarcely knew what to be- 
heve. And then the most wonderful thing happened. 
It is, in a way, the most wonderful thing that ever 
happened. They saw Jesus again,gwith their own 
eyes, after he had died and been buried. There 
was no possibility of a mistake. Jesus had been 
seen again and again, in Jerusalem and in Galilee, 
and by as many as five hundred at one time. These 
Galileans in Jerusalem were certain that Jesus was 
living, and more certain than ever that he was the 
Messiah. But why were they in Jerusalem? A few 
days before, Jesus had taken them out to the Mount 
of Olives, and had gone into heaven before their 
eyes. They knew that he was living, and they 
knew that he was the Messiah, and they knew that 
he had gone to be with the Father in heaven. But 
why were they in Jerusalem? 


WAITING FOR POWER 


They were in Jerusalem because Jesus had told 
them to wait there Br power to tell about him to 
other people, so that others would believe with them 
‘that Jesus was the Messiah. They had so much to 
tell, and they were so anxious to tell it! They 
could tell all about Jesus’ life with them in Gali- 
lee—all the wonderful things he had said and all 
the wonderful things he had done, and how wonder- 
ful he himself was! They could tell about his death. 
And they could tell—how eager they were to tell— 
about his resurrection! They had seen him with 
their own eyes. They knew that he had risen from 
the dead, and that he was the Messiah. They knew 
that he had brought them a peace, and a joy, and 
a hope which they never had known before. They 
knew that Jesus had shown them God the Father, 
and that he had taught them how to live together 
as brothers. They knew that what Jesus had done 
for them, he could do for others. And they wanted 
to tell others, but Jesus had commanded them to 
wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit should be 
given them, and then they should be Jesus’. wit- 
nesses, telling about him and showing about him 
by their lives, in Jerusalem and all the country 
*round about, and to the ends of the earth. 
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THE POWER IS GIVEN 


On the day of the feast of Pontedet, fifty days 
after Jesus had died, the hundred and twenty were 
together in the heuse, as usual. They were praying 
with all their hearts, as they had done day after 
day, that the Holy Spirit might come with power 
so that they could begin to tell about Jesus. And 
that day the Holy Spirit came with a sound like 
the rushing of a great wind and with an appear- 
ance like tongues of fire. The disciples were in 
great exultation. Their desire had been granted. 


Now they could tell about Jesus so that others 
would believe. 

Crowds gathered in the street, attracted by the 
strange sound which was heard from the house— 


THE DAY OF PENTECOST 


the sound like the rushing of the wind. In the 
crowds were many Jews who had been born in far 
distant lands and brought up to speak the lan- 
guages of their homelands, and who had later in 
life come to the sacred city of Jerusalem to live. 
They were amazed to hear these Galileans, in such 
exultation and with such fire, telling about Jesus, 
about his life, and his death, and his resurrection. 
And what amazed them most and perplexed them 
deeply was the fact that every one of those for- 
eign Jews heard this wonderful story in the lan- 
guage of the country where he was born: and the 
speakers were all Galilean Jews! That was 
startling, nothing less than a miracle! And what 
made it so much more startling was the fact that 
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exultantly about the Jesus who, as they all knew, 
had been crucified just a few weeks before! They 
were saying that he had risen from the dead. They 
were declaring that he was the Messiah in spite of 
his death. God had shown that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah by raising him from the dead. What did it all 


mean? 
WHAT A CHANGE IN PETER 


The crowds kept gathering in the streets. Per- 
haps they moved along with the Galileans to the 
Temple courts. At any rate, Peter and the rest 
of the Twelve, came forward; and Peter, raising 
his voice, began to speak to the crowds. What 
a change in Peter! Do you remember the last les- 
son we had about Peter? The last time we saw 
Peter, and it was only about seven 
weeks before this, he was crying 
bitterly! He had not been able 
to endure the contemptuous tone 
in which a maid in the high 
priest’s house had asked him if he 
were not a follower of Jesus! 
Three times he had denied that he 
knew Jesus or had anything to do 
with him. And now Peter stood 
out in the face of a great crowd, 
and charged them with the guilt 
of Jesus’ death, and declared that 
Jesus is the Messiah whom God 
raised from the dead. What a 
change in Peter! What made the 
change? For one thing, Jesus ap- 
peared to Peter alone, after his 
resurrection. What passed _ be- 
tween them we do not know. But 
we can be sure that Peter asked 
for pardon, and Jesus granted it. 

For another thing, we know 
that Jesus gave Peter a special 
charge and commission to repre- 
sent him. For another thing, 
Peter had just now been given 
the power of the Holy Spirit. And 
he was as bold as a lion from that 
day on. 


PETER EXPLAINS 


So Peter raised his voice and began to address 
the crowd. They were all Jews or proselytes to the 
Jewish religion. They all believed the Old Testa- 
ment. Peter told them that what they saw that 
amazed and perplexed them so much, and that 
caused some of them to séoff, was the fulfillment 
of a prophecy in the Old Testament. The prophet 
Joel had said that in the days preceding the re- 
turn of the Messiah in glory God would pour out 
his Spirit. In those days, Joel said, whosoever. 
should call on the name of the Lord should be saved. 
Peter explained that the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out on him and his companions that day. 


* 
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the Galileans were speaking so confidently and so © The crowds were witnessing the effects of the Holy 
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Spirit’s power in the exultant testimony of the 
hundred and twenty to the Messiahship of Jesus. 


PETER CHARGES THEM WITH GUILT 


Then Peter told them that they all remembered 
well enough how God had shown his approval of 
Jesus of Nazareth by the miracles which Jesus had 
done. The miracles were the credentials which God 
gave Jesus. And yet, knowing this, they had got- 
ten heathen Roman soldiers to nail Jesus to the 
cross and murder him! What a sin against God 
that was! But now that the Holy Spirit had been 
given to Peter, he saw that God had an intention 
and a purpose in the death of Jesus which he did 
not see in the old days when he had tried to per- 
suade Jesus not to go to Jerusalem to die. But 
that did not change the fact that the Jews in the 
crowd before him had the blood of Jesus on their 
hands! 


BUT WORSE FOR THEM 


But God had raised from the dead the Jesus 
whom they had nailed to the cross and murdered! 
These hundred and twenty Galileans whose ex- 
ultant speech had just now so amazed and perplexed 
the crowd were all witnesses to the fact. Just such 
a dying and risen Messiah had been foretold in 
» the Old Testament. And God had not only raised 
Jesus from the dead, he had also exalted him to the 
heavens! Jesus, being so exalted, had poured forth 
the Holy Spirit. It was the result of the pouring 
forth of the Holy Spirit by the exalted Jesus which 
they were seeing and hearing. David, Peter said, 
foresaw all this. He was not thinking of himself 
but of the Messiah, when he spoke in Psalm 110 
about being enthroned in the heavens, and having 
his enemies put under his feet. 

They must all know that God had made the Jesus 
whom they had crucified both Lord and Messiah! 
That was Peter’s explanation and his message. The 
Jesus whom the Jews had rejected and murdered 
was no less than the Messiah. God had raised him 
from the dead; God had exalted him to the .heav- 
ens; and the Holy Spirit had been given! What 
place or hope was there for these who had rejected 
and murdered Jesus? 


“PRICKED IN THEIR HEART” 


The Holy Spirit drove the words of Peter home 
to their hearts. They felt their guilt. They. felt 
their helplessness and hopelessness. They were no 
more guilty now than they had been when Peter 
began to speak, but they were under conviction of 
their sin: now their sin against Jesus rankled and 
burned in their hearts. They sought relief from 
a guilty conscience. Where could such relief be 
found? Could Peter and the others tell them what 
they might do? Peter could tell them. He was 
on fire to tell them. He was on fire to tell them 
that Jesus the Messiah whom they had put to death 
could save them from the stings of a guilty con- 
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science. It was only a little while before that Peter 
had taken a cup from the Lord’s hands, and heard 
him say, “This is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many unto remission of sins.” 
The Jesus whom they had put to death could save 
them by his very death. 


“REPENT YE, AND BE BAPTIZED” 


Peter told them to turn to Jesus—to repent—not 
merely to be sorry for the past with its misunder- 
standing and hatred of Jesus, but to turn away 
from the past to Jesus himself. He told them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus, and that if they 
truly repented, that baptism would be unto the 
remission of their sins, and that the Holy Spirit 
would be given to them, too. The promise of the 
Holy Spirit was for them, and for their children, 
and not only for them and their children—that is, 
for Jews—but also for the whole world. 


THE BEGINNING 


And so began the active career of the Christian 
Church. Three thousand, were added to the one 
hundred and twenty that day. Peter, the Galilaan 
fisherman, and those who were most closely asso- 
ciated with him, became the leaders of a community 
of those who believed that Jesus is the Messiah. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


14. Ye men of Judxa. Jews native to Judea, 
and Jews born in foreign parts. 

23. Lawless men. Men without the Law, Gen- 
tiles. 

33. By the right hand of God. The ascension 
of Jesus as well as his resurrection was accom- 
plished by the power of God. 

36. Lord and Christ. “Christ” is the Greek equiva- 
lent of the Hebrew “Messiah.” The declaration is 
that God has made Jesus the Messiah. 

39. To all that are afar off. There is no occasion 
to limit these words to the Jews of the Dispersion. 
No restriction of race was put on the declaration of 
the gospel. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why were the Galilean followers of Jesus 
staying in Jerusalem? 

2. What did they have to tell about Jesus? 

3. What amazed and perplexed the crowds that 
gathered? How did Peter explain what had hap- 
pened? 

4, What charge did Peter lay against the Jews? 

5. How did Peter prove that Jesus is the Mes- 
siah? 

6. What were the terms of admission to the 
Church? Are the terms the same to-day? 

7. What was the chief duty of the early Chris- 
tians? Do we have the same duty? 


Lesson II (XV) 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 1. What do we most-need to know? 

A. We most need to know what God would have 
us believe and do. 

Q. 2. Where do we best learn what God would 
have us believe and do? 

A. We best learn what God would have us believe 
and do in the Bible. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Name as many of the original one hundred and 
twenty as you can. 

2. Why did they not begin their efforts to win 
others to Jesus immediately after his ascen- 
sion? 

3. What change had taken place in Peter’s con- 
ception of Jesus’ death since Cawsarea Philippi? 

4. Why did Peter refer to the Old Testament in 
his speech? What arguments did he attempt to 
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back up with quotations from the Old Testament? 

5. How did the Christian Jews differ trom the 
other Jews? 

6. Explain Peter’s prominence in the early 
Church in view of his recent denial of Jesus. 

7. What help can you get for your daily lives 
from this lesson? 


The Shorter Catechism — 


Q. 53. Which is the Third Commandment? 

A. The Third Commandment is, Thou shalt not 
take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain. 

Q. 54. What is required in the Third Command- 
ment? 

A. The Third Commandment requireth the holy 
and reverent use of God’s names, titles, attributes, 
ordinances, word, and works. 


Lesson Il (XV)—PETER AND JOHN HEAL A LAME MAN 


TheeGolden Text—‘‘Freely ye received, freely give.’—Matt. 10: 8. 
TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 3: 1-16 


For entire lesson, see Acts, ch. 3. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Now Pe’ter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 

2 And a certain man lame from his mother’s 
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate 
ot the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms 
of them that entered into the temple; 

3 Who seeing Pe’ter and John about to go into 
the temple asked an alms. 

4. And Pe’ter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said, Look on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to re- 
ceive something of them. 

6 Then Pe’ter said, Silver and gold have I none; 
but such as I have give I thee: In the name of 
Je’sus Christ of Naz’a-reth rise up and walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted 
him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones 
received strength. 

8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and en- 
tered with them into the temple, walking, and leap- 
ing, and praising God. 

9 And all the people saw him walking and prais- 
ing God: 

10 And they knew that it was he which sat for 
alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at that 
which had happened unto him. 

11 And as the lame man which was healed held 
Pe’ter and John, all the people ran together unto 
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1 Now Peter and John were going up into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 
2 And a certain man that was lame from his moth- 
er’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the 
door of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask 
alms of them that entered into the temple; 3 who 
seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, 
asked to receive an alms. 4 And Peter, fastening 
his eyes upon him, with John, said, Look on us. 5 
And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
something from them. 6 But Peter said, Silver and 
gold have I none; but what I have, that give I thee. 
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. 7 
And he took him by the right hand, and raised him 
up: and immediately his feet and his ankle-bones 
received strength. 8 And leaping up, he stood, and 
began to walk; and he entered with them into the 
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
9 And all the people saw him walking and praising 
God: 10 and they took knowledge of him, that it 
was he that sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of 
the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at that which had happened unto him. 

11 And as he held Peter and John, all the people 
ran together unto them in the porch that is called 
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them in the porch that is called Sol’o-mon’s, greatly 
wondering. 

12 { And when Pe’ter saw it, he answered unto 
the people, Ye men of Is’ra-el, why marvel ye at 
this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though 
by our own power or holiness we had made this 
man to walk? 

13 The God of A’bra-ham, and of I’saac, and of 
Ja’cob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his 
Son Je’sus;, whom ye delivered up, and denied him 
in the presence of Pi’late, when he was determined 
to let him go. 

14. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and 
desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. 

16 And his name through faith in his name hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know: 
yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this 
perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 


Additional Passages for Study: 


The Time—aA.D. 30. Shortly after the Day of Pen- 


Peter and John Heal a Lame Man 


January 11, 1920 


Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 12 And when Peter 
saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Is- 
rael, why marvel ye at this man? or why fasten 
ye Your eyes on us, as though by our own power or 
godliness we had made him to walk? 13 The God 
of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God 
of our fathers, hath glorified. his Servant Jesus; 
whom ye delivered up, and denied before the face 
of Pilate, when he had determined to release him. 
14 But ye denied the Holy and Righteous One, and 
asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, 15 
and killed the Prince of life; whom God raised 
from the dead; whereof we are Avitnesses. 16 And 
by faith in his name hath his name made this man 
strong,;whom ye behold and know: yea, the faith 
which: is through him hath given him this perfect 


~ soundness in the presence of you all. 


Mark. 1: 31; 9:27; Luke 4: 40. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


tecost. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE ; TITLE a REFERENCE 
AOSV. cad AIMIATY GS) c.cs0 a0 somite a wihes ..a..Peter and John Heal.a Lame Man.........% Acts 3: 1-10. 
eeeetla Vs) ATA TY: tb... ss «snide de Did eaettinin se eas The Power of Jesus’ Name..... eg eae Fete Acts 3: 11-18. 
WVECNCRUAY: WIANUATY «15. «45's cman whens re rahe; Wall to Repentance.” . 07% ..........- Acts 3: 19-26. 
DIMERS Vt) ROUAUVN Ole . i FoR is soe e es TN OS ORT IC NWEY Bos ide tcatess cesses es Tsai, ch. 35. 
eeiiaNe a BUUOY YS void: «evs « See tee a eae PISAHOS WO CK epee ou Non gabe annie Sees es Mark 1: 21-34. 
Naturca yd ARUGTH 10 ccoc . daa ces den eee Greater Works to Be Done............... John 14: 8-14. 
Sunday, January 11l....... ie ake ecalit Pie kis Strength from God. .:....... a, Re re are Mark 11: 20-25. 


THE EARLY DAYS OF THE CHURCH 


Now there was in Jerusalem, the city where Jesus 
had been crucified because he claimed. to be the 
Messiah, a company of more than three thousand 
people who believed that he was the Messiah. They 
kept together as well as they could. Of course 
the Twelve were looked up to as leaders. They 
had all been so close to Jesus, and they could all 
give such clear testimony to his resurrection. There 
was the closest friendship among all the believers, 
and they took the greatest pleasure in meeting to- 
gether from house to house and listening to the 
Twelve telling about Jesus, and taking the Lord’s 
Supper together, and praying together. If any of 
the Galileans who had left their homes to follow 
Jesus to Jerusalem or any others of the Church 
needed food or clothes or anything else, the be- 
lievers who had possessions sold them and supplied 
the need. It was not charity: it was just that 
they felt that they wanted to share everything with 
one another. 

Besides meeting from house to house, they kept 
on going regularly to the Temple at the prescribed 
hours for worship. They were all Jews, or else 
Gentiles who had become proselytes to the Jewish 
religion before they became believers in Jesus, and 


it never occurred to them not to continue their 
worship in the Temple. They were hopeful that 
the rest of the Jews would come to believe in Jesus 
as the Messiah. The religious authorities, the Sad- 
ducees and the Pharisees, who hated Jesus so and 
who had brought about his death, had as yet taken 
no steps to crush the followers of Jesus because 
they thought that Jesus himself was crushed, and 
that his following would soon die down. 


PETER AND JOHN 


Among the Twelve none was more active or more 
looked up to than Peter and John. It must have 
seemed to them like a long time since they had 
been fishing partners together on the Sea of Galilee. 
How many things had happened in three years! 
What a difference meeting Jesus and believing in 
him had made in their lives! How much they had 
to remember of the old days in Galilee, and how 
much better they now understood many things about 
Jesus! It was only a few months since they had 
passed through the terrible experience of his death: 
how vividly they recalled Gethsamene and the day 
of the crucifixion! Who could express what they 
felt aboutethe resurrection, and their meetings with 
Jesus afterwards? And now Jesus had gone to the 
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Father in heaven as he had said he would, and the 
Holy Spirit had come with power, so that they 
could convince others that Jesus was the Messiah, 
and bring them into the happy company that met 
from house to house to learn more about Jesus, 
and to take the Lord’s Supper, and to pray, and 
to practice his teachings! What a great mission 
these two Galilazan fishermen had! 


AT THE BEAUTIFUL GATE 
One day Peter and John were on their way to the 
Temple for the even- 


ing sacrifice. They 
planned to arrive 
about three  o’clock, 


which was the proper 
hour. Numbers of 
people were going up 
to the Temple for the 
same purpose. It was 
a very good time for 
the lame and the sick 
to gather at the gates 
of the Temple or in the 
courts to receive the 
alms of the worship- 


ers. The Jews laid 
very great stress on 
almsgiving, and _ of 


course people on their 
way to worship would 
be all the more in- 
clined to give alms. 
Regular worshipers at 
the Temple got accus- 
tomed to seeing the 
same lame and_= sick 
people at the gate by 
which they usually en- 
tered, for they were 
generally to be found 
in the same place every 
day. 

As Peter and John 
came close to the Beau- 
tiful Gate a man who 
had been lame in his 
feet and ankles all his 
life was carried past 
to his usual begging station at that gate. He saw 
that Peter and John meant to go into the Temple 
and he asked them for alms. 


IN THE NAME OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 


Peter and John were of course always on the look- 
out for anyone whom they could help in the name 
ot Jesus. Here was a man who needed help. When 
he asked them for money Peter and John both 
stopped short. Both of them looked steadily at 
him, and told him to look steadily at them. He 
thought that he would get some money from them, 
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but they wanted his whole attention. While they 
were looking steadily at each other, Peter said to 
him: “I have no money, but I will give you what 
I do have. In the name ot Jesus the Messiah of 
Nazareth, walk!” As Peter spoke he caught the 
lame man by his right hand and raised him up. 
Now think what it meant to the lame man. He 
had never walked in all his life. A stranger was 
telling him to walk, in the name of Jesus the Mes- 
siah. Why, everyone in Jerusalem knew that Jesus 
of Nazareth had been put to death just a little 
while before! What 
power had he to make 
a man walk? But the 
stranger was. calling 
Jesus of Nazareth the 
Messiah! Do you think 
that the lame man 
would ever have made 
a move to walk if he 
had had no faith at all 
that Jesus was the 
Messiah? If he had 
had no faith that Je- 
sus was the Messiah, 
he would have laughed 
at Peter and John, or 


perhaps cursed at 
them. But he did 
neither. 


THROUGH THE 
BEAUTIFUL GATE 


At Peter’s words, 
the feet and ankles of 
the man who had been 
lame grew strong, and 
he leaped for joy, and 
stood on his feet and 
started to walk. And 
from that he took to 
leaping, and praising 
God, and clinging to 
Peter and John who 
had given him what 
neither silver nor gold 
could have bought for 
him. 


Raphaee . 


IN SOLOMON’S PORCH 


Now they were in Solomon’s Porch. Herod the 
Great had built this Temple not so many years be- 
fore, but there was a splendid colonnade on the 
east side of the Temple area which was called Solo- 
mon’s Porch because it was thought to be a rem- 
nant of the Temple that Solomon had built hun- 
dreds of years before. The worshipers in the court 
were attracted by the actions of a man who was 
apparently beside himself for joy. They recognized 
him as the lame beggar whose station had been at 
the Beautiful Gate. They were lost in awe and 
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amazement at the change in the man, and they all 
rushed toward him to see what had happened. He 
was frightened by the rush of people, and clung fast 
to Peter and John, for fear he should lose his new- 
found benefactors. 


A BOLD THING TO DO 


Remember that it was in the Temple court. It 
was where the religious authorities who had killed 
Jesus for claiming to be the Messiah had the seat 
of their power. Above the Temple court towered 
the Castle of Antonia with its guard of Roman 
soldiers, and Roman soldiers by the intrigue of the 
religious authorities had played their part in the 
arrest of Jesus and in his crucifixion. To speak of 
Jesus in the Temple was dangerous. To affirm 
that he was the Messiah in the Temple was to risk 
their lives. To do what Peter did was glorious! 
Peter could not miss such a chance. When would 
he ever have such an opportunity again? Here 
was a crowd of people who did not believe that 
Jesus was the Messiah, but were awe-struck by what 
had just been done in the name of Jesus the Mes- 
siah. In the very court of the Temple itself Peter 
preached Jesus the Messiah. 


NOT PETER AND JOHN BUT JESUS 


Peter began by saying that there was nothing to 
surprised at. There would be something to be sur- 
prised at if the lame man had been healed by any 
power or goodness of Peter and John. Then the 
crowd would have a right to stare at them. But 
they ought not to be surprised that the God of their 
fathers had glorified Jesus the Messiah! 

Did you ever really think about what Jesus once 
told Peter and John in the old Galilean days? 
“Even so let your light shine before men; that they 
may see your good works”—Peter and John were 
doing that now—“and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven’—Peter and John were not taking 
praise to themselves, but were giving it to the 
Father who had glorified Jesus the Messiah. 


STRAIGHT PREACHING 


Peter preached straight at the crowd. The name 
of Jesus might be an accursed name to the religious 
authorities, but it was a glorious name to Peter, 
and he wanted to convict these people of their sin 
in rejecting Jesus, and lead them to a faith in 
him. 

He said that it was the God of their fathers 
who had glorified Jesus the Messiah—that same 
Jesus whom they had turned over to Pilate and 
repudiated! Pilate had wanted to release him, but 
they had repudiated the Messiah, the holy and 
righteous One, and had asked for the release of a 
murderer while they had killed the Messiah, the 
Prince of life! 

But God had raised the Messiah to life again. 
Peter and John could bear witness to that; they 
had seen him again and again after his resurrection. 
It was by faith in the risen Messiah that the Tem- 
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ple beggar they knew so well~had been made able 
to walk. It was the living Messiah who had made 
the man strong! 


BUT THERE IS HOPE 


Peter went on to say that even though they had 
rejected and killed the Messiah whom God had 
raised up and glorified, there was still hope for 
them. They had not really understood what they 
were doing; neither had the religious authorities 
understood. God was working his purpose out even 
in the cruel and shameful death of the Messiah. 
Their own Old Testament had foretold that the 
Messiah must suffer so. The thing for them to 
do was to repent. They had once repudiated and 
rejected Jesus as the Messiah, now they must turn 
to him and believe in him, and their sins would 
be blotted out. But if they kept on rejecting the 
Messiah, they would lose all part and lot with the 
people of God. 


AND A GREAT FUTURE 


Jesus the Messiah had ascended into heaven. He 
no longer walked the earth. But he would come 
again in the period of the great Restoration. That 
would be the glorious consummation of the Mes- 
siah’s rule when all men’s hearts were restored to 
obedience to God the Father. But repentance was 
the thing for them now. They were the sons of the 
prophets who had foretold these things about the 
Messiah. They belonged to the covenant people 
through whom all the families on earth were to be 
blessed. God had sent the Messiah to them first 
of all. God had sent the Messiah to them to bless 
them by turning each one of them from his wicked 


ways. 
THE SPEECH INTERRUPTED 


Peter had gotten this far in his speech, when he 
was interrupted, and compelled to stop, as we shall ° 
see in the next lesson. . 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


1. The ninth hour. Three o’clock in the after- 
noon. 

13. His Servant Jesus. 
2s el szDaselsteDa Ll; 

14. The Holy and Righteous One. Also titles ap- 
plied to Jesus as the Messiah. 

15. The Prince of life. “The Giver, as he was 
the Possessor, of spiritual life.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Describe the life of the early Christians in 
Jerusalem. Who were their leaders? Why? 

2. Deseribe as well as you can the change which 
knowing and believing in Jesus had made in Peter 
and John. What.change will faith in Jesus make 
in our lives? 

3. How did Peter and John witness for Jesus at 
the Beautiful Gate? Is helping other people wit- 
nessing for Jesus? 


A Messianic title. Isa. 
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4. Why did Peter and John run the risk of 
preaching in the Temple that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah? How does our witnessing for Jesus take 
courage? 

5. What part did faith in Jesus play in the heal- 
ing of the lame man? 

6. How did Peter prove that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah? What hope did he hold out to those who 
had rejected him? 

7. What does this lesson teach us about how 
to become a Christian, and how to live after we 
have become Christians? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 3. What is the Bible? 

A. The Bible is the Word.of God, a collection of 
books, written by men who were guided by God to 
teach us about himself and his will. 

Q. 4. How is the Bible divided? 

A. The Bible is divided into two parts: the Old 
Testament containing thirty-nine books and the New 
Testament containing twenty-seven books. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Why did the early Christians continue to wor- 
ship in the Temple? 
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2. What is there to show that the lame man had 
any faith in Jesus the Messiah? What would 
make faith hard for him? What would help him 
to faith? 

3. How may we help others to a faith in Je- 
sus’? 

4. What risks did Peter and John run when they 
preached that Jesus was the Messiah in the Temple? 
What risks would we run if we were true to Jesus 
on every occasion? Would it be worth while? 

5. What may conceited Christians learn from 
Peter and John? 

6. By what titles did Peter speak of Jesus in his 
address? Compare them with the titles he used in 
his speech on the Day of Pentecost. Do you see 
any growth in his appreciation of Jesus? 

7. Was the Messiah’s career on earth ended with 
his ascension? What is necessary in order to share 
in the blessings of the Restoration? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 55. What is forbidden in the Third Command- 
ment? 

A. The Third Commandment forbiddeth all pro- 
faning or abusing of anything whereby God maketh 
himself known. 


Lesson III (XVD—THE BOLDNESS OF PETER AND JOHN 


The Caldas Text—‘Stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.”—I Cor. 16: 13. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Acts 4: 8-21 
For entire lesson, see Acts 4 : 1-31. 


COMMON VERSION 


8 Then Pe’ter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said 
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of 
Is’ra-el, “ 

9 If we this day be examined of the good deed 
done to the impotent man, by what means he is 
made whole; 

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the peo- 
ple of Is’ra-el, that by the name of Je’sus Christ 
of Naz’a-reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead, even by him doth this man stand 
here before you whole. 

11 This is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner. 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for 
there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved. 

13 { Now when they saw the boldness of Pe’ter 
and John, and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been with Je’sus. 

14 And beholding the man which was _ healed 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said 
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders, 9 
if we this day are examined concerning a good deed 
done to an impotent man, by what means this man 
is made whole; 10 be it known unto you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that in the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead, even in him doth this 
man stand here before you whole. 11 He is the 
stone which was set at nought of you the builders, 
which was made the head of the corner. 12 And 
in none other is there salvation: for neither is 
there any other name under heaven, that is given 
among men, wherein we must be saved. 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter 
and John, and had perceived that tiv:y were un- 
learned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man that was healed 
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standing with them, they could say nothing against 
it. 

15 But when they had commanded them to go 
aside out of the council, they conferred among them- 
selves, 

16 Saying, What shall we do to these men? for 
that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by 
them is manifest to all them that dwell in Je-ru’sa- 
lem; and we cannot deny it. 

17 But that it spread no further among the peo- 
ple, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name. 

18 And they called them, and commanded them 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Je’sus. 

19 But Pe’ter and John answered and said unto 
them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard. 

21 So when they had further threatened them, 
they let them go, finding nothing how they might 
punish them, because of the people: for all men 
glorified Gcd for that which was done. 
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standing with them, they could say nothing against 
jit. 15 But when they had commanded them to go 
aside out of the council, they conferred among 
themselves, 16 saying, What shall we do to these 
men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
wrought through them, is manifest to all that dwell 
in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it. 17 But that 
it spread no further among the people, let us 
threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no 
man in this name. 18 And they called them, and 
charged them not to speak at all nor teach in the 
name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered 
and said unto them, Whether it is right in the sight 
of God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, 
judge ye: 20 for we cannot but speak the things 
which we saw and heard. 21 And they, when they 
had further threatened them, let them go, finding 
nothing how they might punish them, because of 
the people; for all men glorified God for that which 
was done. 


Additional Passage for Study: Acts 5: 17-42. 


The Time—The day after the last lesson. 


The Place—Jerusalem. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE Atay ay REFERENCE 
Monday CYOMiary. les eo vl de ees te see SHEE ATTORL ANUs Pinte scree wc eae es Acts 4: 1-7. 
TT renda ys <) GINA Ty. LO es ne ae, o ue eco en sy arene The Boldness of Peter and John......... Acts 4: 8-16. 
Wednesday, January. 145", 00. s.'0 cists etree Flea PRETING] UO CROC ci ete eiereia ws itne sp ‘Acts 4: 17-22, 29-31. 
THuPsa you RDUAEV Losec ane ore ned ee Help in the Lord.................eeeeee Psalm 124. 
Hriday.. PADUMALY «10> cxacey oct es fea aeee Daivererc1POmt se TigOliedexs os <a s< st eens Acts 5: 17-25. 
Saturda vi) GMUANY. oh Uevateecs shown oe eae ee See CROGN MGs sarasota! cv otelatt oF ave aerate’ II Tim. 4: 6-8, 16-18. 
Sunday, VanuaryclB 2. 2265. aw beet eee Mere CriumiDns Of" kaitiiess a's ec wrecrse + is,0« Heb. 11: 32-38. 


THE COUNCIL MEETS 


A hurried meeting of the council had been called 
in Jerusalem. It was the same council which had 
condemned Jesus, and ruthlessly pushed his prosecu- 
tion before the Roman procurator, Pilate. Now 
there was more business for the council in connec- 
tion with the same matter. It would appear that 
there was still trouble about this Jesus who claimed 
to be the Messiah. One would think that the exe- 
cution of Jesus ought to have silenced his name 
forever! 

But no, the council was called again. The mem- 
bers of the council who could be hastily reached were 
summoned. The aristocratic priests, rich, cultured, 
powerful gathered in the council chamber. There were 
Sadducees who had no regard for the traditions so 
dear to the hearts of the Pharisees. The word of 
the written Law was enough for them. They held 
that the soul dies with the body: there is no resur- 
rection and no immortality. They were proud of 
their wealth; 6f their culture, of their position. 
Anything which would endanger their good under- 
standing with the Roman authorities was by all 


* means to be avoided. Most powerful among them 
was the ex-high priest Annas, still called high 
priest by courtesy, and his son-in-law, the acting 
high priest Caiaphas. They had been most bitter 
in their hatred of Jesus. Present also were John 
and Alexander and the members of the ruling 
priestly family. The lawyer members were repre- 
sented, scribes learned in the Law, adhering to the 
party of the Pharisees. Elders were also present, 
belonging neither to the aristocratic priestly party 
nor to the party of the Pharisees, but men of the 
purest Israelite blood. Truly a grave and reverend 
assembly; the wealth, the learning, the dignity, and 
the pride of the Jewish nation. 


TWO GALILZAN FISHERMEN 


Before the members of this high court, sitting in 
a semicircle, appeared two Galilean fishermen, in 
the custody of the captain of the Temple police. 
They had been arrestéd in the Temple court the 
evening before, and had spent the night in jail. 

It appeared, so it was whispered around, that the 
priests in the Temple and the captain of the Tem- 
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ple police and some of the Sadducees had been 
annoyed by their actions the night before. They 
were addressing a crowd in Solomon’s Porch, you 
know—exciting the people, and who could tell what 
a fanatical mob might do? Perhaps the Romans 
would interfere: that would be bad for the council. 
They were actually claiming that Jesus, the false 
Messiah whom they had had so much trouble put- 
ting out of the way, was an instance of resurrection 
from the dead. No wonder the Sadducees were 
annoyed. It all started with the cure of a cripple 
at the Beautiful Gate. Oh, yes, there the man 
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stood! And these louts claimed that the cripple 
was healed in the name of Jesus! 


THE EXAMINATION 


The examination of the two Galilean fishermen 
began. The president of the council asked them, 
“By what authority, in whose name, have men like 
you done this?” There was contempt in every tone 
of the president’s voice and in every glance of his 
eye. But listen to the older of the two fishermen. 
He stood erect and fearless. He spoke out clearly 
and without hesitation, but respectfully. “Rulers 
of the people, and elders,’ he began—and that 
was the proper way to address the council—‘if 
we are being cross-examined to-day upon a_ benefit 
rendered to a cripple, upon how this man got bet- 
ter’—waving his hand to the cripple standing there 
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—that: was a shrewd hit; how could the court con- 
demn them for helping a cripple? 

But listen! Listen to what the fisherman said 
to the court that had had Jesus crucified! “You 
and the people of Israel must all understand that 
he stands before you strong and well, thanks to the 
name of Jesus the Messiah, of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified and whom God raised from the dead.” 
Such boldness takes the breath away and makes the 
heart stop beating for a moment. But he went 
on, quoting against them, the Old Testament in 
which they were so learned, “The stone despised by 
you builders has become the foun- 
dation stone at the base of the 
corner,” and on he went bodily de- 
claring that there is no salvation 
in any other name but the name 
of Jesus. 

The council was fairly stag- 
gered! They could tell “from 
their dress and style of utterance 
that they were not trained schol- 
ars’—for John spoke, too, though 
we do not know what he said— 
and yet they were so bold and flu- 
ent. The members of the council 
easily recognized the fact that they 
had been companions of Jesus! 
The cripple who had been healed 
was there, too. What could they 
say? There was only one thing 
to do—have the prisoners taken 
out while they held a consultation. 


THE CONSULTATION 


Not much satisfaction was to be 
gotten out of the consultation. 
Everyone in Jerusalem knew 
about the miracle. It could not 
be denied. It would stir up the 
people to punish these men for 
healing a cripple. The best thing 
to do was to keep things from 
going any farther. They decided 
to have Peter and John in again, and to order 
them not to tell anyone in the future about Jesus. 


PETER AND JOHN ANSWER 


So the fishermen were brought back before the 
council. The president “charged them not to speak 
at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.” Not to 
speak or teach about Jesus! Not to speak or teach 
about the Name that was to them above every 
name, about the Person whom they had come to 
know so well and to believe in as the Messiah dur- 
ing the old days in Galilee; the Messiah who had 
died for them on the cross; the Messiah whom they 
had seen with their own eyes again and again after 
his resurrection; the Messiah whom God _ himself 
had raised from the dead and exalted to the heav- 
ens! Impossible, of course, to give up speaking 
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and teaching about the Messiah whom God sent! 
Certainly they could not give up speaking of what 
they had seen and heard—that would be to sin 
against God, to disobey God. Far better to disobey 
the council than to disobey God! So Peter and 
John answered: ‘Decide for yourselves whether it 
is right before God to obey you rather than God. 
Certainly we cannot give up speaking of what we 
have seen and heard.” More threats followed— 
nothing but threats because the council did not dare 
punish them for fear of the people who were en- 
thusiastic about the miracle—more threats and 
worse threats, but nothing could shake these two 
Galilean fishermen who believed in Jesus. So they 
were dismissed. 


AMONG FRIENDS 


Anxious friends were waiting for Peter and John. 
Of course, all the believers in Jesus knew about 
their arrest and the danger they were in. Their 
old Galilean friends knew about it; and the three 
thousand who had been won by Peter’s preaching 
on the Day of Pentecost, and those who had been 
added to the company of believers day by day and 
who looked up to Peter and John as their great 
leaders, and those who had been convinced that 
Jesus was the Messiah by the very speech in Solo- 
mon’s Porch that caused the trouble—there were 
about five thousand in all who were anxiously wait- 
ing for the verdict. 

Peter and John went straight to a house where 
they knew their closest friends would be gathered, 
and told about their experiences. They had come 
through the hard trial so well that everyone was 
thrilled with joy and thankfulness to God for mak- 
ing Peter and John so true and bold. You must not 
fail to read the prayer that was offered in that 
company. 


WHAT THEY PRAYED FOR 


Notice what they asked God to give them. “So 
now, O Lord, consider the threats of these men, and 
grant that thy servants may be perfectly fearless 
in speaking thy word, when thy hand is stretched 
out to cure and to perform miracles and wonders 
by the name of thy holy Servant Jesus.” Do you 
wonder that the early Church flourished when its 
members had that spirit? What would happen in 
your church if all its members were perfectly fear- 
less in speaking about Jesus? 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


11. He is the stone. Quoted freely from Ps. 118: 
22. Jesus had used the same quotation to a deputa- 
tion of the council. Matt. 21: 42. 

13. Unlearned and ignorant men. Without ac- 
quaintance with the rabbinical learning, and lay- 
men, not professional religious authorities. Moffatt 
translates: ‘“Uncultured persons and mere out- 
siders.” 


The Boldness of Peter and John 
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They took knowledge of them. It is very un- 
likely that they did not know before this that Peter 
and John were followers of Jesus. Perhaps it 
means that the spirit of Peter and John made them 
recognize fully a fact which they knew before. 

19. Peter and John. “The reason both names are 
here mentioned may be that each was separately 
appealed to for a promise to desist.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why were Peter and John arrested and taken 
before the council? 

2. How many followers of Jesus were there by 
now? How would they feel about Peter and John’s 
arrest? How do you feel when any Christian you 
know is being tempted? 

3. Why were the members of the council so 
contemptuous of Peter and John? For what rea- 
sons do you feel contempt of other people? 

4. What would you have done if you had been 
in the place of Peter and John, v. 18? 

5. Why couldn’t Peter and John stop telling 
about Jesus? What stops you? 

6. Were the friends of Peter and John proud of 
them? How do you suppose Jesus felt? How does 
Jesus feel about the way in which you stand up 
for him? 

The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 5. What does the Bible teach about God? 

A. The Bible teaches that God is our heavenly . 
Father who made all things and rules over all in 
wisdom and righteousness and love. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What two objections would the Sadducees 
have to Peter and John’s preaching? 

2. What can you gather from this lesson about 
the attitude of the people of Jerusalem in general 
about the followers of Jesus? What would win 
this opinion? 

3. Could Peter have said less than he did to the 
council and have been true to Jesus? Is com- 
promising with the enemies of Jesus good policy? 

4. Were Peter and John justified in refusing to 
obey the council, v. 19? When are we justified in 
refusing to obey our superiors? 

5. What part does the Holy Spirit play in this 
narrative? 

6. What change would praying the prayer of v. 
29 and having it answered make in your daily 
lives? 

The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the Third 
Commandment ? 

A. The reason annexed to the Third Command- 
ment is, that however the breakers of this com- 
mandment may escape punishment from men, yet 
the Lord our God will not suffer them to escape 
his righteous judgment. 
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PETER STANDS UP FOR TRUTH AND HONESTY 


The Golden Text—‘“Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah; but they that deal truly are his delight.” 


—Prov. 12: 22. 
TEXT OF LESSON, Acts 5: 1-11 
COMMON VERSION AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 
1 But a certain man named An-a-ni’as, with 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sap- 
Sap-phi’ra wis wife, sold a possession, phira his wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back 


2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and 
being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ 
laid it at the apostles’ feet. ; ; 

ie : N ; feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan 

3 But Pe’ter said, An-a-ni’as, why hath Sa’tan Alle Ahwiiare taelie Moi tee Holewenre d 
filled thine heart to le to the Holy Ghost, and to se Seortard thteie eyo the Holy Spirit, an to 
keep back part of the price of the land? keep back part of the price of the land? 4 While 

4. Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and it remained, did it not remain thine own? and 
after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? after it was sold, was it not in thy power? ‘How 
why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? ig it that thou hast conceived this thing in thy 
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 

5 And An-a-ni‘as hearing these words fell down, 5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down and 
and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all 

gave up the ghost: and great fear came upon all 


them that heard these things. : 
6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and that heard it. 6 And the young men arose and 


carried him out, and buried him. wrapped him round, and they carried him out and 
7 And it was about the space of three hours buried him. 

after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, 7 And it was about the space of three hours after, 

came 1n. when his wife, not knowing what was done, came 


8 And Pe’ter answered unto her, Tell me whether jy, 98 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me 
ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, . 


EOE dR 8 whether ye sold the land for so much. And she 


9 Then Pe’ter said unto her, How is it that ye said, Yea, for so much. 9 But Peter said unto her, 
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the How is it that ye have agreed together to try the 
Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet. of them that 
thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee have buried thy husband are at the door, and they 
out. shall carry thee out. 10 And she fell down im- 


10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, mediately at his feet, and gave up the ghost: and 
and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came tPaoaiviy “men dame An and tfound eines iment 
in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, vous y 


buried her by her husband. they carried her out and buried her by her husband. 
11 And great fear came upon all the church, and 11 And great fear came upon the whole church, 
upon as many as heard these things. and,upon all that heard these things. 


Additional Passages for Study: Ex. 20: 16; Prov. 6: 16-19; 12: 22; Eph. 4:25; Rev: 22: 15. 


The Time—Some time after Pentecost. The Place—Jerusalem. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, January 19 V2. caraw cen: wens Peter Stands Up for Truth and Honesty..... Acts 5: 1-11. 
Treaday, J) anuary, 20a) alte see ale tae eee A Citizen tor UZion 3 Aces aetna ee eee Psalm 15. 
W ednesday, Januarye2 le. win can be eke Sincere: Worshins. 220 See sak ores cee Matt. 6: 1-8. 
Thuraday,.: January azoe. ck: sate ee anaes eo Putting® Away: ivilenwsate te dae pease ees Eph. 4: 25-32. 
Friday. anvarya2oteeis op ee nea ee eee a Telling the Truth. ......4.60.0.. 2 ese eeeeees 1 Sam. 3: 10-18. 
Saturday, A Ey nit ty ae) ey eR Ee Seay a Warning Against. Hypocrisy................ Matt. 23: 1-15. 
Sunday; J &uuaAEY: 20.90 o.5 oe Meares God sHatea Falsehoodi-52% «sa. tse - ee Prov. 6: 16-23. 

THE BEST OF FEELING visited them it is certain that we would have been 


There was by this time in Jerusalem a rather’ very greatly struck with the good feeling that pre- 
large community of those who believed in Jesus and vailed. A Greek physician who did not visit this 
lived according to his teachings. If we could have community during the earliest days, but who after- 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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wards knew many who shared its life writes that 
they “were of one heart and soul.” They not only 
believed the same things about Jesus, but they had 
the most friendly feeling toward one another. 

This spontaneous friendliness had been present 
from the very first. One way in which it had shown 
itself was in the care of the poor. Of course the 
Galileans who formed the nucleus of the community 
had left their homes in Galilee to come to Jeru- 
salem with Jesus, and many of them were very 
poor, anyhow. And no doubt some of the Jeru- 
salem people who came to 
believe in Jesus were poor, 
too. The others who had 
property saw to it that 
no one lacked anything. 
They sold their possessions 
and goods as there was 
necessity, and shared the 
proceeds with those who 
were in need. 

As time went on and 
the community became 
larger, cases of need might 
be overlooked. So it be- 
came customary for any- 
one who so desired to sell 
his property and bring 
the money to the Twelve, 
who saw that proper dis- 
tribution wasmade. There 
never was any compulsion 
about it. No one had to 
sell his property. But 
those who had it seemed 
to want to share with 
those who were in need. 
It was just an expression 
of the good feeling that 
there was all around, a 
good feeling that was due 
to the Holy Spirit work- 
ing in the hearts and 
souls of those who believed 
in Jesus. No one really 
considered anything his 
personal property: what 
he had was for the use of 
any who needed it. 


A STRIKING EXAMPLE 

There is one man who is particularly mentioned 
for his generosity. He was a Jew, like all the rest 
of the believers in Jesus up to this time, but he 
was born and brought up in the island of Cyprus. 
That gave him a better understanding of life out 
in the Gentile world and a wider and more liberal 
view than Jews who had been born and had lived 
in Palestine all their lives would have. He was 
to have a great future in the spread of the gospel 
to the Gentiles. He had not been one of the orig- 
inal company who had believed in Jesus, but had 
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joined the community later among the several thou- 
sands who had been added since the Day of Pente- 
cost. And he is the first one of those thousands 
whose name is told us. His name was Joseph. But 
the Twelve thought so much of him, and he was so 
good at helping people in one way and another that 
he was given another name, Barnabas, which may 
mean something like “Son of Encouragement,” and 
by that name he is generally known. He added to 
his good reputation by selling a field and giving the 
money to the Twelve to be distributed to the poor. 


“AT THE APOSTLES’ 
FEET” 


It seems that these gifts 
of money were made at 
the meetings which were 
held in private houses for 
worship. The Twelve pre- 
sided at these meetings 
and gave instruction about 
Jesus and testimony to 
his resurrection. Prob- 
ably they sat in front of 
the assembly, and at some 
point in the service those 
who had sold their prop- 
erty and wanted to con- 
tribute the proceeds to 
the general fund for the 
poor brought their money 
forward and laid it “at 
the apostles’ feet.” Then 
there was new cause for 
rejoicing that the believ- 
ers in Jesus were still of 
“one heart and soul,” and 
that the Holy Spirit was 
still working love for one 
another in their hearts. 


THERE WERE TWO 
HYPOCRITES 


But there were a man 
and his wife who planned 
an awful thing. They 
had joined the community 
of those who believed in 
Jesus, but they were not 
sincere. Why they ever joined, no one knows. Why 
should anyone want to pretend to be a Christian? 
Perhaps at first they did not know that they were 
not sincere. Certainly none of the other believers 
knew how wicked they were. 

This man and his wife owned some land. They 
saw others members of the community bring the 
proceeds of the sale of their property to the apos- 
tles’ feet, and they saw the honor which the other 
believers paid the givers, and they envied them. 
They could not understand why anyone should give 
away his possessions for love’s sake, just that others 
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might not be in need. Indeed they thought that 
it was all done for show. They craved the praise 
and popularity; they wanted to be thought generous. 
But they wanted to be thought generous without 
really being generous. They pictured themselves 
selling their land, and marching up to the apostles’ 
feet with part of the money, while all the people 
who praised them thought they had given all. They 
couldn’t. bear to think of giving away all the money. 
Money meant too much to them for that. Why 
give it all when they could get all the honor by 
giving part, and still have the rest to enjoy secretly? 
So to envy were added covetousness and deceit. 
There was even worse than that in the hearts of 
this man and his wife. Jesus was an idle word 
to them; and God was an idle word; and the Holy 
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Spirit was an idle word. They heard Jesus talked © 


about, and perhaps talked about him themselves. 
They heard God the Father praised and glorified 
in the believers’ meetings, and they joined in. They 
heard of the power of the Holy Spirit, and they 
sometimes talked of that gracious and awful power 
just because others were talking about it. But 
mostly it seemed to them just pious talk. Down in 
their hearts they did not take it seriously, and they 
did not understand how others could take it seri- 
ously. Indeed, were not these other believers “too 
good to be true’? 

So they arranged to sell their land, keep back 
part of the money, and lay the rest of it before the 
apostles’ feet so that everyone would think that they 
were giving all as the rest had done, and they would 
get all the popularity and glory, and still have part 
of their money. But they forgot the Holy Spirit. 
They honored the apostles’ feet more than the eyes 
of God! 


WHAT WOULD HAPPEN 


What would happen if all the believers got to do- 
ing things out of envy? Where would the love of 
one another that Jesus commanded be then? Would 
not this spirit of covetousness ruin the community 
of believers if it were not checked? What did the 
great apostle say later on in the history of the 
Church, “For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil: which some reaching after have been 
led astray from the faith, and have pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows.” And was there 
anything that Jesus denounced as severely and as 
terribly as he denounced hypocrisy? Was it not 
Jesus who said, “Woe unto you... hypocrites! 
for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which out- 
wardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of 
dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness”? Does 
not this saying of Jesus describe Ananias and his 
wife? They wanted to appear outwardly beautiful, 
and to remain full of all uncleanness within. 

Why, the world had never seen anything like the 
spirit of that early community in Jerusalem! How 
simple and sincere these believers in Jesus were! 
How truly they did believe that Jesus died for them, 
and that he had risen again from the dead, and 
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that God had glorified him, and that the Holy 
Spirit had come to guide them into all truth. How 
fearless they were in standing up for what they 
believed! What a beautiful spirit of mutual trust 
and comradeship there was among them! What a 
great responsibility was theirs! The world would 
get its knowledge of Jesus from them. The world 
would know from their lives what it meant to trust 
in Jesus and serve him. Who can say what a 
calamity it would have been if the spirit of this 
earliest of all Christian communities had become 
tainted with envy, and covetousness, and hypocrisy ? 


THE DEATH OF ANANIAS 


Ananias had death in his heart that day when he 
came to the meeting place with a part of the price 
of his possession in his hand. It was the death of 
envy, and covetousness, and pride, and hypocrisy. 
He never so much as thought of the Holy Spirit or 
God as he went up to where the apostles sat and 
laid his money at their feet. No one of all the com- 
munity had ever held back any of the price as they 
laid their gifts at the apostles’ feet. No one in 
the whole company at the meeting ever dreamed but 
what Ananias was giving all, and that is what 
Ananias wanted them to think. And all the be- 
lievers at the meeting were so happy and so thank- 
ful that Ananias wanted to give all as so many 
others had done. No one in the audience knew that 
Ananias was acting a lie. 

They were all thunder-struck wnen Peter spoke. 
They all held their breaths, and their hearts stopped 
beating. Something terrible was happening. Noth- 
ing like it had ever happened in their meetings 
before; all had been so joyful and satisfying. The 
air had always seemed so clean and sweet and buoy- 
ant: now it seemed full of vile and hateful and 
devilish things! 

Peter was speaking to Ananias. He was saying, 
“Why has Satan put it into your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of 
your land? Before you sold it, is was your own, and 
you were under no compulsion to sell it. And even 
after it was sold, the money was still yours to do 
with as you pleased. How could you think of doing 
a thing like this—pretending to give it all when 
you are giving only a part? It is not to men that 
you have lied, but to God.” What awful words, 
“You have lied to God”! And they were true. 
Ananias had lied to God! And with those words 
ringing in his ears, Ananias fell down dead at 
Peter’s feet. What fear there was in that meeting 
place! To see the judgment of God fall so swiftly! 
The younger men came forward, wrapped the body 
of the man who had lied to God in their mantles, 
and took it out for burial. 


THE DEATH OF SAPPHIRA 


Three hours afterwards Sapphira came to the 
meeting place, not knowing what had happened. 
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Peter gave her a chance to tell the truth. He asked 
- her whether the money that Ananias had laid at 
the apostles’ feet was the whole of the money for 
which their land had been sold. And there, before 
that company of believers, and in the face of the 
Twelve, and into the ears of God, Sapphira lied. 
Oh, was there to be no end of these lies? Was 
the pure and happy fellowship of those who be- 
lieved in Jesus and who were to be his witnesses 
to the world to be spoiled with lies? To Sapphira, 
with her lie upon her lips, Peter said, “How is 
it that you and your husband have agreed together 
to make trial whether the Holy Spirit could dis- 
cover your deception?” As he spoke the words, 
the young men who had been burying her husband 
were heard at the door. And he went on: “You 
can hear at the door the footsteps of the young 
men who buried your husband. They will bury you, 
too.” And with a lie to God upon her lips, Sap- 
phira died. The young men came in to find her 
dead. They carried her out and buried her with 
her husband. 

“And great fear came upon the whole church, and 
upon all that heard these things.” It was the “fear 
of Jehovah” which is “the beginning of wisdom.” 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


2. His wife also being privy to it. They had de- 
liberately plotted to gain a reputation by deceit. 

3. To lie to the Holy Spirit. Or, to deceive. 

7. And it was about the space of three hours. 
Tt has been suggested that the next hour of prayer 
came three hours after the meeting at which An- 
amas died. But perhaps the meeting remained in 
session during that time. 

9. Behold, the feet of them that have buried 
thy husband. The interval between death and 
burial, particularly in Jerusalem, was very brief, 
partly for sanitary reasons, partly to avoid cere- 
monial defilement. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Why did some of the believers sell their prop- 
erty? If they had property, did they have to sell 
it? If they did sell it, did they have to give all 
the proceeds to the apostles for the poor? V. 4. 

2. How was envy involved in the sin of Ananias 
and his wife? How was pride involved? covetous- 
ness? hypocrisy? What bearing has Matt. 23 : 27 
on the sin of Ananias and his wife? 

3. Show from this lesson that there is no differ- 
ence between acting a lie and telling one. 

4. What does “and laid it at the apostles’ feet” 
mean? 

5. What would have been the effect on the life of 
the early Church if others had followed the example 
of Ananias and his wife? 

6. If the sins of envy, pride, covetousness, and 
hypocrisy had spread through the early Church, 
would we ever have heard about Jesus; or if we had 
heard about him, would we have believed in him? 
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The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 6. Is there more than one God? 

A. There is only one God, the living and true 
God; yet in three persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What development is marked by the difference 
between Acts 2: 44, 45 and ch. 4: 34, 35? 

2. Why does Acts 5: 1-11 follow immediately 
Acts 4: 36, 37? 

3. Did the sin of Ananias and Sapphira consist 
in not giving all the proceeds of their land to the 
apostles for the poor? 

4, Explain Knowling’s remark, “The sin of An- 
anias was much more than mere hypocrisy, much 
more than fraud, pride or greed—hateful as these 
sins are—the power and presence of the Holy Spirit 
had been manifested in the Church, and Ananias 
had sinned not only against human brotherhood, 
but against the divine light and leading which had 
made that brotherhood possible.” 

5. Explain what Jerome meant when he said that 
the avenging stroke fell on Ananias and Sapphira 
not in cruelty to them but as a warning to others. 

6. Explain Ramsay’s statement that “the inten- 
tion of the narrative was to burn deep on the popu- 
lar conscience a moral warning.” Do we need 
that warning to-day? 


after 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 57. Which is the Fourth Commandment? 

A. The Fourth Commandment is, Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy 
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the sev- 
enth day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath 
day, and hallowed it. 


KEEPING ONE’S PROMISE 


The mother of Dwight L. Moody was a poor widow, 
and it was necessary for all the children to do what 
they could to support themselves. One winter, 
while attending school, Dwight, who was thirteen or 
fourteen years old, agreed to work for a neighbor, 
mornings and evenings and Saturdays, for his board. 
After a time he asked his mother’s permission to 
break the engagement because, for nineteen con- 
secutive meals, he had been given nothing but corn- 
meal mush and milk. Stopping only to learn that 
he had promised to work for his board, and that 
he had been given enough to eat, such as it was, 
she gave him to understand that there was just 
one thing to do—he must keep his promise. 
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PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA 


February 1, 1920 


(May be used with missionary applications) 


The Golden Text—“Ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth.”—Acts 1: 8. 


TEXT OF LESSON, Acts 8: 4-8, 14-25 
For entire lesson, see Acts 8: 4-39. 


COMMON VERSION 


4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word. 

5 Then Phil’ip went down to the city of Sa- 
ma’ri-a, and preached Christ unto them. 

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Phil’ip spake, hearing and seeing 
the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, erying with loud voice, 
came out of many that were possessed with them: 
and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, 
were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

* * * 


* * 


14. Now when the apostles which were at Je-ru’- 
sa-lem heard that Sa-ma’ri-a had received the word 
of God, they sent unto them Pe’ter and John: 

15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 

16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: 
only they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Je’sus.) 

17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghost. 

18 And when Si’mon saw that through laying on 
of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he 
offered them money, 

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on 
whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy 
Ghost. 

90 But Pe’ter said unto him, Thy money perish 
with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift 
of God may be purchased with money. 

21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: 
for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee. 

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

24. Then answered Si’mon, and said, Pray ye to 
the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye 
have spoken come upon me. 

25 And they, when they had testified and 
preached the word of the Lord, returned to Je-ru’- 
sa-lem, and preached the gospel in many villages 
of the Sa-mar’i-tans. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 

4 They therefore that were scattered abroad 
went about preaching the word. 5 And Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto 
them the Christ. 6 And the multitudes gave heed 
with one accord unto the things that were spoken 
by Philip, when they heard, and saw the signs 
which he did. 7 For from many of those that had 
unclean spirits, they came out, crying with a loud 
voice: and many that were palsied, and that were 
lame, were healed. 8 And there was much joy in 
that city. 


* * * * 


14 Now when the apostles that were at Jerusa- 
lem heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 who, 
when they were come down, prayed for them, that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit: 16 for as 
yet it was fallen upon none of them: only they had 
been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw 
that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands 
the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 
19 saying, Give me also this power, that on whom- 
soever I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy 
Spirit. 20 But Peter said unto him, Thy silver 
perish with thee, because thou hast thought to ob- 
tain the gift of God with money. 21 Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right before God. 22 Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedness, and pray the Lord, if perhaps the 
thought of thy heart shall be forgiven thee. 23 For 
I see that thou art in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bond of iniquity. 24 And Simon answered 
and said, Pray ye for me to the Lord, that none 
of the things which ye have spoken come upon me. 

25 They therefore, when they had testified and 
spoken the word of the Lord, returned to J erusalem, 
and preached the gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans. 


Additional Passage for Study: Acts 8 : 26-40. 


The Time—A considerable time after Pentecost. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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The Place—The city of Samaria. 
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A DREADFUL PERSECUTION 


In the course of time a dreadful storm of perse- 
cution broke over the community of believers in 
Jerusalem. This time it did not come from the 
Sadducees, but from the Pharisees, those violent 
enemies of Jesus. The trouble originated in some 
of the synagogues where Jews who had been born 
and brought up outside of Palestine worshiped. It 
was occasioned by the preaching of Stephen, who 
first became prominent in the early Church as one 
of the seven men who were appointed to relieve 
the Twelve of the care of the poor. Apparently 
Stephen preached that Jesus was the Messiah so 
powerfully that no one could argue against him. 
The Pharisees charged him with speaking against 
the Law of Moses and the Temple. The charge 
was false, but it inflamed the people. And Stephen 
‘paid for his fearless preaching 6f Jesus the Messiah 
with his life’s blood. He was the first martyr of 
the Church. 

The appetite of the Pharisees, prominent among 
whom was Saul of Tarsus, was whetted. against the 
believers in Jesus. After Stephen’s death the perse- 
cution raged so fiercely that most of the believers 
were compelled to leave Jerusalem. The Twelve 
stayed on and weathered the storm as they felt it 
was their duty to do. But thousands of Christians 
were scattered far and wide through the country, 
and wherever they went they spread the good news, 
“each working in his own way, conversing in the 
guest houses where they were received, telling the 
news of the capital to the rustics in the villages, 
or formally preaching the Word.” The persecution 
of the Church resulted in the spread of the Gospel. 


A NEW DEPARTURE 


Among those who left Jerusalem at the time of 
the persecution was a believer named Philip. He 
had been associated with the martyr Stephen as 
one of the seven. He was a pioneer missionary. So 
far the gospel had been preached only to the Jews 
or Jewish proselytes; all the believers in Jesus 
were Jews. Philip was, of course, a Jew. But the 
gospel is for the whole world, for Gentiles as well 
as for Jews. And Philip made the first beginning in 
what wecall foreign missionary work. He went to 
preach’ tothe people of Samaria. Perhaps he re- 
membered that Jesus had once found some Samar- 
itans who were willing to believe that he wags the 
Messiah. Perhaps he remembered that Jesus had 
commanded those who believed on him to be his 
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“witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
At any rate, witness to Jesus had been borne at 
Jerusalem, and hundreds of the scattered believers 
were now bearing witness in Judea, but Philip went 
to Samaria. 

The Samaritans were not Jews, neither were 
they Gentiles. They were of mixed blood, and they 
did not have the orthodox religion of the Jews. 
They did not accept all the Old Testament, but 
only the first five books. They did not worship at 
the Temple in Jerusalem, but on Mount Gerizim. 
However, they believed in God, and they looked for 
the coming of the Messiah. The Jews despised and 
hated the Samaritans. But Philip went to their 
chief city, and preached to them that Jesus of Naz- 
areth was the Messiah for whose coming they were 
looking. 


THE MISSIONARY HAS GREAT SUCCESS 


Philip had great success. Crowds of people came 
to hear him. preach. The power of God worked 
through him. He not. only preached that Jesus was 
the Messiah, with power, but he worked miracles 
of healing. A community of believers was being 
formed in the city of Samaria, and the joy which 
marked the first community in Jerusalem was’ felt 
all through the city. 


IN CONTACT WITH HEATHEN SUPERSTI- 
TION 


In Samaria Philip came in contact with heathen 
superstition of a kind which could scarcely have 
been found in Jerusalem, but it was the sort of thing 
which was as common as daylight in the heathen 
world. Before Philip went to Samaria a man 
named Simon, a_ sort of fakir and _ religious 
philosopher, had stirred up the city. He claimed 
that God dwelt in different persons in various de- 
grees of power, and he claimed that God dwelt in 
him to a very large degree indeed. He said that 
he was “that power of God which is called Great,” 
and he supported his claim by the tricks of a ma- 
gician, and charms and incantations which mystified 
and astonished the people. He was part a quack and 
part a teacher of a way of life. This man’s name 
was Simon, and he is commonly called Simon Magus, 
Simon, the mage, or magician. 

This Simon the magician was very much im- 
pressed with Philip, and particularly with the mira- 
cles that Philip performed. They evidently were 
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not tricks lke those with which he mystified the 
crowds, and they were far beyond anything which 
he could do or understand. He was so much im- 
pressed with the power that Philip exercised that 
he became a believer and was baptized with the 
companies of men and women who were repenting 
and joining the Church. 


THE NEWS REACHES JERUSALEM 


News reached the Twelve in Jerusalem that the 
gospel had been preached in Samaria with great 
suecess. It was glorious news! Was the Holy 
Spirit really at work among the Samaritans, too? 


The Twelve were the leaders of the Church; the 


Harvard expedition at Samaria. Through the courtesy of Dr. David G. Lyon 


THE RUINS OF SAMARIA 


responsibility for its purity was on their shoulders. 
They must send a delegation to Samaria to encour- 
age the new believers if the Holy Spirit was really 
working in their hearts. Peter and John, who were 
looked up to as the chief among the Twelve, were 
selected to go. 


PETER AND JOHN VISIT SAMARIA 


When Peter and John reached Samaria they 
found that the best news was true. It was a genuine 
community of believers in Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
had been at work there in the hearts of the Samar- 
itans. They truly believed in Jesus and were show- 
ing it in their lives. They had repented and been 
baptized. One thing was lacking: they did not 
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have some of the evidences of the Spirit which the 
believers in Jerusalem had been given at the Day 
of Pentecost and afterwards. They did not have 
the external proofs of the Spirit. Peter and John 
desired that they might receive these gifts and 
miraculous signs. They prayed that those whom 
the Holy Spirit had already led to repentance and 
a belief in Jesus and who had been baptized might 
receive the Holy Spirit in this sense. And the 
Holy Spirit was given to those on whom they laid 
their hands, for these gifts and miraculous signs 
were specially connected with the Twelve. When 
Peter and John laid their hands on these believers 
they gave proof that they possessed the Holy Spirit 
in the exercise of the 
special gifts and miracu- 
lous signs. 


SIMON THE MAGICIAN 
DESIRES AND 
MISUNDERSTANDS 


Simon the magician had 
probably bought charms 
and incantations from fel- 
low magicians before. He 
was very much impressed 
with the miraculous gifts — 
which the believers re- 
ceived by the hands of 
Peter and John, and he 
particularly desired the 
power of conferring these 
gifts. He did not at all 
understand that such gifts 
could be conferred only on 
those whose hearts the 
Holy Spirit had changed. 
He did not connect them 
at all with purity of life 
and love of one another, 
or with faith in Jesus as 
a Saviour and Lord. His 
professed belief in Jesus 
had not changed his heart. 
It had not made him 
share with the poor all 
the money he had made by practicing his magical 
arts, nor did he even feel ashamed of having made 
his money in such doubtful ways. He saw in the 
power that Peter and John had a desirable addi- 
tion to his stock in trade, and he came to them and 
offered them money if they would give him the 
power to confer the Holy Spirit by laying on his 
hands. It was a terrible mistake—a mistake which 
has often been made in the history of the Church. 
Simon’s name lives on in our word “simony,” which 
means the attempt to buy or sell any spiritual 
benefit. 


HOW WOULD PETER FEEL? 


How would Peter feel when Simon the magician 
tried to buy the power of conferring the Holy 
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Spirit? Can’t you understand how all his feelings, 
all his memories, all his experience of Jesus as a 
Friend and Saviour would be outraged? It is like 
trying to buy love, or pay cash for goodness, only 
much worse. Don’t you suppose that while Simon 
the magician was trying to bargain with Peter for 
the Holy Spirit, Peter had a rush of memories— 
memories of Jesus in the old days in Galilee, giving 
himself freely to faith and love; perhaps swift 
memories of how Judas fell; memories of Jesus 
dying on the cross, and of Jesus appearing to those 
who believed in him and loved him after the resur- 
rection; memories of Jesus ascending into heaven 
with words of promise on his lips; memories of 
that wonderful day when the Galilean believers 
were all together, praying with all their hearts, and 
the Holy Spirit came in power and the believers 
were given the miraculous signs of his presence with 
them; memories of the way in which those who had 
possessions sold them for love’s sake and gave them 
to the poor? There was no bargaining in all that! 
It was all priceless! How Simon the magician 
would spoil it all! He knew nothing; he could 
know nothing of faith and love or he would not 
talk like this. 


SO PETER SPEAKS OUT 

So Peter speaks out: “Death to you and your 
money, for dreaming you could buy the gift of 
God! You come in for no share or lot in this re- 
ligion. Your heart is all wrong in the sight of God. 
So repent of this wickedness of yours, and ask God 
whether you cannot be forgiven for your heart’s 
purpose. For I see you are a bitter poison and a 
pack of evil.” (Moffatt’s translation.) Peter was 
right, was he not? Simon the magician’s heart was 
all wrong in the sight of God, and the only hope for 
him was to repent of his heart’s purpose. If he 
went on like this, he would be a cause of bitter- 
ness and corruption to others. 


SIMON THE MAGICIAN STILL MISUNDER- 
STANDS 

Simon the magician was frightened by Peter’s 
stern words, as well he might be. It was a terrible 
condemnation, though just. But there is no sign 
that he repented. He asked only that Peter would 
pray for him. But what did he want Peter to ask 
for when he prayed? Was it for a changed heart, 
a heart in which there should be true faith and 


love? No, it was only that “none of the things 
which ye have spoken come upon me.” He still 
knew nothing of repentance and faith. All he 


wanted was to be free of the consequences of his 
wicked heart. He did not want to be free from his 
wicked heart itself. No one can be forgiven until 
he repents. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 

15. That they might receive the Holy Spirit. 
The sense of these words is explained in the com- 
ments. 
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21. In this matter. Greek, “word” 
meaning “the religion of Jesus.” 

22. If perhaps the thought of thy heart shall 
be forgiven. Peter doubts whether Simon could be 
forgiven. “We must understand that those doubts 
arose not as to whether forgiveness was possible, 
but as to whether Simon would repent,” and so be 
in a condition to receive forgiveness. 

23. For I see that thou art in the gall of bit- 
terness and in the bond of iniquity. Or, wilt be- 
come gall of bitterness and a bond of iniquity. 
Hither an expression of the intense malignity of the 
evil in Simon’s heart, or of the great evil he would 
do in the Church if he continued what he was. 


(margin), 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. In what way was the persecution a blessing 
to the Church? What is the use of our adversities? 

2. How was Philip’s preaching in Samaria a new 
departure? What would have happened to Chris- 
tianity if it had b@éen preached only to Jews? What 
will happen to Christianity if it is not preached 
now to the heathen? 

3. Why did Peter and John go to Samaria? 
What did they find when they got there? How is 
the same supervision of foreign missionary work 
carried on to-day? 

4. With what heathen superstition did the three 
missionaries meet? Why had Simon been baptized? 
Are people ever taken into the Church to-day when 
their hearts have not been changed? 

5. Had the Holy Spirit been working in the 
hearts of the people of Samaria before Peter and 
John came? How do you know? What did the 
believers receive by the laying on of hands? 

6. Why did Simon think he could buy the power 
of the Holy Spirit from Peter and John? How do 
people try to buy religion to-day? 

7. Why was Peter doubtful whether Simon could 
be forgiven or not? Did Simon show any signs of 
repentence and faith? 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 7. What does the Bible teach about God’s will 
for us? 

A. The Bible teaches that it is God’s will for us 
that we love him with all our heart, soul, strength, 
and mind; and that we love others as ourselves, 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What party among the Jews stirred up the 
Great Persecution against the Church? Why? 
With what unhappy and what happy results? 

2. What reasons could be urged against Philip’s 
going to Samaria? What were the reasons for his 
going? What are the reasons for and against for- 
eign missions to-day? 

3. What hold did Simon the magician have on the 
people of Samaria? What particularly impressed 
him in Philip’s work? What things about religion 
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impress people to-day besides its power to change 
the hearts and lives of believers? 

4. What is meant by the statement in v. 16? 
What evidences of the Holy Spirit’s presence fol- 
lowed the laying on of the apostles’ hands? 

5. What made Simon the magician think that he 
could buy the power of conferring the Holy Spirit? 
What tendencies are at work to-day to commer- 
cialize religion? 

6. Discuss the two possible interpretations of 
v. 23 and show how both fit the facts. 

7. What prompted Simon to ask Peter to pray 
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for him? On what conditions could he have been 
forgiven? 
8. What did Peter and John do on their way 


home from the city of Samaria, v. 25? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 58. What is required in the Fourth Command- 
ment? 

A. The Fourth Commandment requireth the keep- 
ing holy to God such set times as he hath appointed 
in his Word; expressly one whole day in seven, to 
be a holy Sabbath to himself. 


Lesson VI (XIX)—PETER AT LYDDA AND JOPPA 


The Golden Text—The prayer of faith Seay him that is sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.”— 
ames 5: 15. 


. TEXT OF LESSON, Acts 9: 32-43 


COMMON VERSION 


32 J And it came to pass, as Pe’ter passed 
throughout all quarters, he came down also to the 
saints which dwelt at Lyd’da. 


23 And there he found a certain man named 
AR’ne-as, which had kept his bed eight years, and 
was sick of the palsy. 

34 And Pe’ter said unto him, At’/ne-as, Je’sus 
Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. 
And he arose immediately. 


35 And all that dwelt at Lyd’da and Sa’ron saw 
him, and turned to the Lord. 

36 § Now there was at Jop’pa a certain disciple 
named Tab’i-tha, which by interpretation is called 
Dor’cas: this woman was full of good works and 
almsdeeds which she did. 


37 And it came to pass in those days, that she 
was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, 
they laid her in an upper chamber. 

38 And forasmuch as Lyd’da was nigh to Jop’pa, 
and the disciples had heard that Pe’ter was there, 
they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he 
would not delay to come to them. 


39 Then Pe’ter arose and went with them. When 
he was come, they brought him into the upper 
chamber: and all the widows stood by him weep- 
ing, and shewing the coats and garments which 
Dor’cas made, while she was with them. 

40 But Pe’ter put them all forth, and kneeled 
down, and prayed; and turning him to the body 
said, Tab’i-tha, arise. And she opened her eyes: 
and when she saw Pe’ter, she sat up. 

41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, 


and when he had called the saints and widows, pre- 
sented her alive. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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32 And it came to pass, as Peter went through- 
out all parts, he came down also to the saints that 
dwelt at Lydda. 33 And there he found a certain 
man named Aineas, who had kept his bed eight 
years; for he was palsied. 34 And Peter said unto 
him, Auneas, Jesus Christ healeth thee: arise, and 
make thy bed. And straightway he arose. 35 And 
all that dwelt at Lydda and in Sharon saw him, and 
they turned to the Lord. 

36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple 
named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called 
Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and 
almsdeeds which she did. 37 And it came to pass 
in those days, that she fell sick, and died: and 
when they had washed her, they laid her in an 
upper chamber. 38 And as Lydda was nigh unto 
Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, 
sent two men unto him, entreating him, Delay not 
to come on unto us. 39 And Peter arose and went 
with them. And when he was come, they brought 
him into the upper chamber: and all the widows 
stood by him weeping, and showing the coats and 
garments which Dorcas made, while she was with 
them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, and 
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning to the body, 
he said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes; 
and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he 
gave her his hand, and raised her up; and calling 
the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 
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42 And it was known throughout all Jop’pa; and And it became known throughout all Joppa: and 


many believed in the Lord. many believed on the Lord. 43 And it came to 
43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many pass, that he abode many days in Joppa with one 
days in Jop’pa with one Si’mon a tanner. Simon a tanner. 


Additional Passages for Study: Ruth 2: 1-23; Ps. 41: 1-3; Prov. 31: 20. 


The Time—Uncertain—probably shortly before a.p. 40. The Places—Lydda and Joppa. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 

DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
MODCUAV GE BNPUATY: Gavis. evince aVate coos ..-Peter at Lydda and Joppa.. SERIE We a thes Acts 9: 32-43. 
Tuesday, February Ses AE tte, Fe eh (FOG PROTECTION ou atoms ae Oo a Psalm 61. 
Wednesday, February TDS aaa? cg oe ee oe Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man............... Luke 5: 17-26. 
UPB Ye COLUDEY <a assy, cou el wk tens a The Secret of Spiritual Power............. Eph. 3: 14-19. 
MIIGAS oP COLMOLY SU exch ame cds ee Shue tO has Bravery ane orl ea ini ete nee ahs se ees James 5: 12-20. 
Naturaayoy MM CDrUATV resis tae Oe Ee Pare She Thee Centurion ss Servantes> so. se eee Matt. 8: 5-13. 
SUNGA yaar DEUS hy oom aP tah s 3 co sG's sie vole wee we EGesd OUCH FOLeM Alb tem aes ance. eae. eee Luke 8: 40-48. 


9 

WHAT THE YEARS BROUGHT TO PETER only that expectant hundred and twenty in Jeru- 

It must have seemed to Peter like a great many ‘Salem. There were churches—as communities of be- 
years since he had been a fisherman on the Sea of lievers were called all over Judea and Galilee and 
Galilee, and yet it was not so many. Few as the Samaria, and in Syria. It was Peter’s duty and his 
years were, they had been packed full of the great- Joy to make tours among these churches, visiting 
est events in human history and of the greatest ex- them in the name of the Twelve, keeping them in 
periences that can come to any man. In those years touch with the mother church, and encouraging 
Peter had met Jesus, and had grown to believe in them. And everywhere he went he found the same 
him and love him as the long-promised Messiah, Joy. and peace, the same simple faith and goodness 
the Saviour and Lord of men. In those years Jesus Which marked the first Church at Jerusalem, for 
had taught and had died on the cross and had risen the Same Holy Spirit was molding the life and 
again, and Peter had lived through these great guiding the destinies of all the churches. 
events. Then there had been the coming of the Holy ; 
Spirit on the company of faithful Galileans in Jeru- ON ONE OF PETER’S TOURS 
salem, and the busy, joyful life of the first Christian Peter no doubt made many and many a tour of 
Church. What a part the Holy Spirit had led visitation to the churches, of which we know noth- 
Peter and John, two fishermen of Galilee, to play img. But we have some details of one such journey 
in that life! which resulted in something very important indeed, 

Then had come the persecution, and the scatter- 48 we shall see in the next lesson, Peter had prob- 
ing of the believers from Jerusalem. It had seemed ably come down the Vale of Ajalon along the road 
hard at the time, but what a blessing it had been that runs from Jerusalem to the seaport, Joppa. 
after all! Never would Peter forget the sights Perhaps he had started out soon after the meeting 
he saw in Samaria when a whole city, it seemed, at which Barnabas, whom they all trusted, had pre- 
had been turned to Jesus By the preaching and sented Saul of Tarsus to the Twelve and vouched 
miracles of Philip the evangelist. And what an for the genuineness of his conversion, 
experience Peter and John had had on their way At any rate Peter came to visit the church at 
back to Jerusalem preaching in the Samaritan vil- Lydda. If Lydda looked in Peter’s day anything as 
lages! Their reception was so different from the it looked fifty years ago, Peter saw “a flourishing 
reception they had met when Jesus had sought village of some two thousand inhabitants, embosomed 
lodging in a Samaritan village on his way to Jeru- in noble orchards of olive, fig, pomegranate, mul- 
salem. berry, palm, sycamore, and other trees, and sur- 

Now the persecution was only a memory. Tt had rounded every way by a very fertile neighborhood. 
died away when the archpersecutor, Saul of Tarsus, We cannot be sure just how Lydda looked, but we 
had become a believer. Strange that the most know that it was as strongly Jewish in Peter’s day 
violent enemy of the Church should now be preach- as Jerusalem itself, and that there was a com- 
ing the faith he once tried to Agata aM, me munity of believers in Jesus there. 
what faithful work hundreds and hundreds of be- 
lievers had done—believers whose names we do not MANY MORE BELIEVERS 
know, but we may be sure that Peter knew many During Peter’s stay with the congregation at 
of them—until now there were many, many cities. Lydda, he visited a man named Atneas who had 
and towns and countrysides where the name of been bedridden for eight years with the palsy. 
Jesus was above every name to companies of be- No doubt those eight years had been hard. But 
lievers, when a little while before there had been there were better years coming for Atneas, for 
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JAFFA FROM THE SEA 


through Peter there came to him the same gift 
which had made a poor Temple cripple run and leap 
through the Beautiful Gate of the Temple—the 
gift of health! What a wonderful day it was for 
the bedridden man when he heard Peter say: 
“Afneas, Jesus the Messiah cures you! Get up 
and make your bed!” And Afneas, for eight long 
years dependent upon the service of others, was at 
- Jast strong and well and able to help himself. 

That was a wonderful day for Aineas, but it was 
also a wonderful day for the whole town of Lydda. 
When word got through the town that Atneas had 
been cured by Jesus the Messiah, by the mouth of 
Peter, the house of Aineas was crowded from 
‘morning until night with visitors who wanted to 
see for themselves. The visitors saw for themselves, 
and were converted to the claims of Jesus. So 
the church at Lydda grew. 

And not only at Lydda did the cure of Aineas do 
its work. The news traveled up the beautiful plain 
of Sharon—famous for its fertility and its flowers 
—that stretched away northward from Lydda fifty 
miles to Mount Carmel and westward eight or ten 
miles to the Mediterranean. Day after day there 
were pilgrimages to Lydda, to see Atneas. The 
pilgrims saw that Aaneas had been cured, and they 
believed that Jesus was the Messiah. 


MESSENGERS FROM JOPPA 


The end of the road that ran down from Jeru- 
salem through the Vale of Ajalon and_ passed 
through Lydda was at Joppa on the Mediterra- 
nean. Joppa was built on an eminence visible far 
out at sea. From the south side of the town “a 
ridge of low and partly sunken rocks runs out in 
a northwesterly direction, forming a harbor which 
though small and insecure is yet the best on the 
whole coast of Palestine.” For many years Joppa 
had been a heathen town, but one of those famous 
Jewish patriots, the Maeccabean brothers, had won 
it back for the Jews! That was a great day, and 
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the historian writes of this patriot, “And amid all 
his glory he took Joppa for a haven, and made it 
an entrance for the isles of the sea.” Now it was 
a thoroughly Jewish town, as loyal to the traditions 
of the Jews as Jerusalem itself. And there was in 
Joppa a church, a community of those who believed 
that Jesus was the Messiah, who trusted him and 
practiced his teachings. One day while Peter was 
staying at Lydda, two men from the church at 
Joppa might have been seen hurrying over the nine 
miles of road to Lydda. They went like men on 
urgent business. And they were very sad. 


WITH SAD NEWS 


A very sad thing had happened to the church at 
Joppa. If you had lived in Joppa in those days 
you would have known how sad it was and have 
been very sad, too. The best woman was dead. 
She had helped many and many a person with her 
money. But she had not merely given money away 
—that doesn’t mean so much. She had made gar- 
ments for the poor with her own hands. She 
had been particularly kind to the widows. But 
there was no one who could not tell some story of 
her sympathy or of her generosity or of her good- 
ness. She had a way of doing things for people that 
made them feel that it was almost more blessed to 
receive than to give—and that is a very rare way 
indeed. She took a benediction with her wherever 
she went, and made people believe in goodness and 
in Jesus who “went about doing good” just by her 
life. Her name, in the native Aramaic which the 
Jews of that day spoke, was Tabitha, or, trans- 
lated into the Greek which almost everyone could 
speak, Dorcas, which means “gazelle.” It was a 
beautiful name, and in this case the woman who had 
a beautiful name matched it with a beautiful char- 
acter. It is not always the case.- The wife of 
Ananias, in the church at Jerusalem, was named 
Sapphira which means “beautiful.” But she was 
far from beautiful within. 
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But Tabitha had taken sick. She who had been 
so kind to so many sick people fell sick herself. 
How everyone prayed that God would spare her 
life; it did not seem that the church could get 
along without her. But apparently it was not God’s 
will that she should live. And when she died, the 
whole church and many outside the church were 
plunged into mourning. People could scarcely bear 
to speak of her, they felt so badly. * And when they 
did speak of her, or caught sight of something she 
had given them, or the remembrance of something she 
had done for them came into their minds, tears came 
unbidden to their eyes. The house where she had 
lived was crowded with those whom she had blessed 
in her life and who missed her much, now that she 
had left them. How they all needed comfort! How 
they needed some one who could say just the right 
words to ease their hearts and tell them about the 
happiness and peace of their friend who had fallen 
asleep in Jesus! It did seem like a special provi- 
dence that Peter was at Lydda, so near by! They 
would send for Peter; he could comfort them. He 
knew so much better than they did what Jesus had 
said about the believers who died, and he had been 
a witness of Jesus’ resurrection. And perhaps— 
who could tell—perhaps Peter would be able to 
do something! And the two men who might have 
been seen hurrying along the road to Lydda were 
carrying a message to Peter from the church at 
Joppa. “Delay not to come on unto us.” 


PETER COMES 


And Peter came. They took him up into the 
chamber where the body of Tabitha lay, washed 
after the custom of the time and made ready for 
burial. The room was crowded with weeping 
women, widows to whom Tabitha had been kind. 
They showed Peter the coats and garments which 
Tabitha had made for them while she was alive, 
and their eyes were blinded with the tears of their 
gentle memories. . 


PETER REMEMBERS 


Standing there among the weeping women, Peter 
remembered how Jesus had once put the mourners 
out of a room where a dead girl lay. And he did 
the same. The room was empty now except for 
Peter and the body of Tabitha. Then Peter kneeled 
down by the body and prayed. Can we doubt that 
he prayed in the name of Jesus who once had raised 
the dead, who had risen from the dead himself? 
He prayed that Jesus would again raise the dead, 
and he prayed in faith. 


TABITHA LIVES AGAIN 


When Peter turned to the body again, he said, 
“Tabitha, arise.” She opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up. Peter gave her his 
hand, and helped her to rise. Then he called into 
the room the mourners, the widows who had been 
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weeping and fingering the coats and garments Tab- 
itha had made for them, and the other members 
of the church who had been so sad, and presented 
the woman they loved alive to them! Who can 
picture the joy of that meeting! Who can express 
the praises that went out to Jesus that day! It 
was really like a foretaste of heaven, when all be- 
lievers in Jesus shall be alive together again! And 
we can well believe that many people in Joppa 
dated their faith in Jesus from the day that Jesus 
raised Tabitha to life again. 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 


Peter stayed on in Joppa for many days. He 
lodged in a very strange place for a Jew to lodge— 
a house by the seaside, which is the usual place 
for a man in the business of Peter’s host to have 
his house and his place of business. Tanneries were 
usually “without the walls of towns, because of the 
unclean character of the trade, and the disagreeable 
odors caused by the work.’ And Peter’s host was 
Simon the tanner. The Jews looked upon the 
tanner’s trade as being ceremonially unclean, be- 
cause it involved the handling of dead animals. No 
narrow-minded Jew would ever dream of lodging 
at a tanner’s house. May it not be that Peter was 
breaking away from the old ceremonial laws which 
made such a breach between the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles? The next lesson will heip us to answer the 
question. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


32. Saints. Used of the disciples of Jesus for the 
first time in Acts 9:13. It means those who are 
dedicated to Christ and belong to him. 

37. And when they had washed her. “Outside 
Jerusalem three days might elapse between the 
death and burial, but in Jerusalem no corpse lay 
overnight. Burial did not take place until the 
danger of an apparent death was considered past.” 

39. Coats and garments. Undergarments and 
outer robes. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Where had the Church been established by the 
time of this lesson, v. 31? What was the condition 
of the churches? Why were they in that condition? 

2. How was Peter engaged during this period? 
What was the reason? 

3. Who cured Aineas? 
the cure? 

4. Why did the church at Joppa send for Peter? 

5. What kind of life wins the love of others? 
Does being a Christian mean that we must try to 
live that kind of life? What keeps us from it? 
What makes it possible? 

6. Who raised Tabitha from the dead? Why does 
he have such power? What did Peter have to do 
with it? b 


What was the result of 
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The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 8. What is sin? 

A. Sin is disobeying God or coming short of what 
he would have us be and do. 

Q. 9. How does God look upon sin? 

A. God looks upon sin with holy displeasure and 
great sorrow; and calls upon every one to repent, 
warning us of the consequences of sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Make a list of all the places where there were 
churches according to the record in Acts through 
ch. 9: 42. 

2. Why is this detailed account of one of Peter’s 
tours of visitation given? What is the significance 
of, v. 43? 

3. What benefit would the churches receive from 
Peter’s visits? Why? What benefits do we re- 
ceive from those who are further advanced in the 
Christian life than we are? 
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4. Describe the geographical and the religious 7 


situation of Lydda and Joppa. 

5. Is it worth while to win the love of others? 
How can the love of others be won? Will giving 
charity to people do it? Give reasons. What lay 
at the basis of the love in which Tabitha was 
held? 

6. Would it require a greater power to bring 
Tabitha’s soul back to her body as related in this 
lesson than the power involved in the resurrection 
of the dead at the last day? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath God ap- 
pointed to be the weekly Sabbath? 


: 


A. From the beginning of the world to the resur- — 


rection of Christ, God appointed the seventh day 
of the week to be the weekly Sabbath; and the 


first day of the week, ever since, to continue to the ~ 


end of the world, which is the Christian Sabbath. 


Lesson VIL (XX)—PETER AND CORNELIUS 


The Golden Text—“The same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich unto all that call upon him.”—Rom. 10: 12. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 10: 30-48 
For entire lesson, see Acts 10:1 to 11: 18. 


COMMON VERSION 


30 And Cor-ne’li-us said, Four days ago I was 
fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I 
prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood be- 
fore me in bright clothing, 

31 And said, Cor-ne’li-us, thy prayer is heard, 
and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight 
of God. 

32 Send therefore to Jop’pa, and call hither Si’- 
mon, whose surname is Pe’ter; he is lodged in the 
house of one Si’mon a tanner by the sea side: who, 
when he cometh, shall speak unto thee. 

33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and 
thou hast well done that thou art come. Now 
therefore are we all here present before God, to 
hear all things that are commanded thee of God. 

34 {Then Pe’ter opened his mouth, and said, 
Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 

36 The word which God sent unto the children of 
Is’ra-el, preaching peace by Je’sus Christ: (he is 
Lord of all:) 

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was pub- 
lished throughout all Ju-de’a, and began from Gal’- 
i-lee, after the baptism which John preached; 

38 How God anointed Je’sus of Naz’a-reth with 
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‘thou hast well done that thou art come. 


26 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 


30 And Cornelius said, Four days ago, until this 
hour, I was keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my 
house; and behold, a man stood before me in bright 
apparel, 31 and saith, Cornelius, thy prayer is 
heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in 
the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa, and 
call unto thee Simon, who is surnamed Peter; he 
lodgeth in the house of Simon a tanner, by the sea 
side. 33 Forthwith therefore I sent to thee; and 
Now there- 
fore we are all here present in the sight of God, 
to hear all things that have been commanded thee 
of the Lord. 34 And Peter opened his mouth, and 
said, 

Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons: 35 but in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to 
him. 36 The word which he sent unto the children 
of Israel, preaching good tidings of peace by Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of all)—-37 that saying ye 
yourselves know, which was published throughout 
all Judea, beginning from Galilee, after the bap- 
tism which John preached; 38 even Jesus of Naza- 
reth, how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
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the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with him. 


39 And we are witnesses of all things which he 
did both in the land of the Jews, and in Je-ru’sa- 
lem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 

40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed 
him openly; 

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from the dead. 

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the peo- 
ple, and to testify that it is he which was or- 
dained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. 


43 To him give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever believeth in him shall 
receive remission of sins. 

44 { While Pe’ter yet spake these words, the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 

45 And they of the circumcision which believed 
were astonished, as many as came with Pe’ter, be- 
cause that on the Gen’tiles also was poured out the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. 

46 For they heard them speak with tongues, and 
magnify God. Then answered Pe’ter, 


_ 47 Can any man forbid water, that these should 
| not be baptized, which have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we? 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days. 


Additional Passages for Study: 


| The Time—Shortly before A.p. 40. 
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and with power: who went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for 
God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all 
things which he did both in the country of the 
Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom also they slew, hang- 
ing him on a tree. 40 Him God raised up the third 
day, and gave him to be made manifest, 41 not to 
all the people, but unto witnesses that were chosen 
before of God, even to us, who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he charged 
us to preach unto the people, and to testify that 
this is he who is ordained of God to be the Judge 
of the living and the dead. 43 To him bear all the 
prophets witness, that through his name every one 
that believeth on him shall receive remission of 
sins. 

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all them that heard the word. 45 
And they of the circumcision that believed were 
amazed, as many as came with Peter, because that 
on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 46 For they heard them speak. with 
tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 
47 Can any man forbid the water, that these should 
not be baptized, who have received the Holy Spirit 
as well as we? 48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then prayed 
they him to tarry certain days. 


Rom. 2: 1; 12: 10, 16; Philemon. 


The Place—Cesarea. 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
mionday, February <9s'2.0%.. 0). .odelees Pee eee ees VdsIONe Ole COTnelins. =. 2 coct sox eee scee Acts 10: 1-8. 
eIPeavea eDruary: 10%.c". i. 6 Peres tee eee Me maN MesGTT Ot E CLOT ete, meat, f Ss Soe Pe acs aceee Acts 10: 9-20. 
BA enuceday tt ebruary: 1) o.. case peak ees Dele mean a WOTNGLNISN 12k ace copies ls ws oc scadte s Acts 10: 21-33. 
BICsU AN a OCOLUIATY 112.50... tumt ne eee Meme ESOS Gif SRE TS ee ate a ind a el ae ee Acts 10: 34-43. 
Berigay sol CUCURITN = Lotc~ .c fers ae OL. heeopirite Given to Gentiles:....3.<.5 ss... Acts 10: 44-48. 
Patuitaveet CDruary  14e cy eee eae Oe TheaChurch vand.-the: Gentles)s.. 05. oven 5 Acts 11: 1-11. 
BING Ay Me COriUArye LD ALS nik ac-n dct tes Siete saan Alimlec vies: Praising Gods. tee... cue ee eee Psalm 67. 


THE CAPITAL OF THE PROVINCE 

What would you say was the capital of Judea 
during the days when Peter was making his tours 
of visitation among the churches? Perhaps you 
would say Jerusalem. But if you did, you would 
be partly right and partly wrong. Jerusalem had 
been the capital in the old days of Jewish free- 
dom; but those days were past. Judea was now 
a province of the Roman Empire. Jerusalem was 
still the religious capital, and in a sense the po- 
litical capital, for the council, or sanhedrin, had 
its seat there. The council was the highest Jewish 
court, and it had the general administration of 
the government, but it was subject to the Roman 
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procurator and the Roman procurator was directly 
responsible to the Roman emperor. 

The Roman procurators had their official resi- 
dence at Cesarea, thirty-two miles north of Joppa 
on the Mediterranean coast. Caesarea was the po- 
litical capital of the province of Judea. Herod the 
Great had built the city, finishing it in 13 B. oc. 
and naming it in honor of Augustus Cesar. There 
was no natural harbor at Cesarea, but Herod had 
an immense artificial haven built. “A breakwater 
two hundred feet wide was formed in twenty 
fathoms by dropping into the waves enormous 
stones,” and around the whole haven was a quay 
and “a most pleasant walk for such as had a mind 
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to that exercise.” The city itself was magnificent. 
There were sumptuous palaces, a temple on raised 
ground, a theater, and an amphitheater with a 
prospect to the sea. “The procurator had his seat 
there, there was an Italian garrison, and on the 
great white temple that shone over the harbor to 
the far seas, stood two statues—of Augustus and 
Rome.” It was far more a heathen city than a 
Jewish city. Think of a temple for the worship of 
the Roman emperor as 
a god! Think of it on 
Jewish soil! 


BUT GOD WAS 
WORSHIPED THERE 


But the living and 
true God was worshiped 
there. Not only were 


there Jews in Cesarea 
who worshiped God, but 
there were some Gen- 


tiles who. feared God 
and worked righteous- 
ness. They were not 


really what were called 
proselytes to the religion 
of the Jews. a proselyte 
was a Gentile who be- 
came practically a Jew 
in everything but blood. 
But they were what the 
Jews called “God-wor- 
shipers”’ or “God-fear- 
ers,” that is, Gentiles 
who believed in God 
and worshiped him, went 
to the synagogue serv- 
ices, and kept the Sab- 
bath. 

Of course, the Jews 
did not feel that they 
could have any social in- 
tercourse with these 
Gentiles, even though 
they were “God-worship- 
ers.” They would not 
go into the Gentiles’ 
houses and they would 
not eat with the Gen- 
tiles, and they would 
not touch anything that 
the Gentiles had touched, 
for fear of becoming “unclean.” Take, as an ex- 
ample, the prejudice against eating with the Gen- 
tiles, even “the God-worshiping” Gentiles. It all 
went back to the Old Testament distinction between 
“clean” and “unclean” meats, that is, between meats 
that the Hebrews were allowed to eat and those 
which they were forbidden to eat on pain of be- 
coming “unclean” themselves. Jesus had taught that 
this ceremonial cleanliness really did not count any 
more—that only the cleanness of the heart counted. 
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Mark 7:19. But, of course, the strict Jews hated 
him for that, and even his disciples were very slow 
to see what he meant. Moreover, the strict Jews 
held that since the Gentiles did not observe these 
distinctions between “clean” and “unclean” meats, 
the Gentiles themselves were “unclean,” and for a 
Jew to go into their houses and eat with them would 
make the Jew “unclean.” We simply cannot have 
any idea of the wall of prejudice that there was 
between the Jew and 
the Gentile in the days 
about which we = are 
studying. 


A ROMAN CAPTAIN 
STATIONED AT 
CAESAREA 


There was a Roman 
officer stationed at Cas- 
area. He was a cen- 
turion, or, as we would 
say, a captain, in com- 
mand of a cohort, or 
company of volunteer 
Roman soldiers who had 
been born in Italy. So 
his cohort was ealled 
“the Italian cohort,” and 
it was probably on duty 
at the capital of the 
province of Judea. This 
captain’s name was Cor- 
nelius, and of course he 
was a Gentile. But he 
was a “God-worshiper.” 
He believed in the living 
and true God, and no 
doubt he was connected 
with the synagogue in 
Cesarea. He was lib- 
eral in his gifts of 
money to the Jewish 
poor, and he was a man 
of prayer, keeping the 
regular hours for prayer 
which the Jews observed. 
His family and some at 
least of the servants 
and soldiers attached to 
his household had also 
become “God-worship- 
ers.” It is delightful to 
see what mutual confidence there was between this 
Roman officer and the members of his household. 
There was respect and affection and real religion all 
around. That whole household was just one family 
in the fear of God and in doing right. 

But there was something lacking. Cornelius was 
not fully satisfied. He took great satisfaction in 
his religion, but he missed something. He was 
seeking more light. Of course he took his desires 
to God in prayer. Many and many an hour he 
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among the churches. 
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spent praying, and the burden of his heart and 
of his prayer was that God would satisfy his long- 
ing for truth. Philip the evangelist was living in 
Cesarea at the time, and it may have been that 
Cornelius had heard Philip’s preaching about Jesus 
the Messiah, or at least had heard about Philip’s 
message. And it may have been that the petition 
of the officer’s prayers was that the living and true 
God would show him the truth about Jesus and, if 
it pleased God, that the desires of his heart might 
be satisfied in Jesus. At any rate, Cornelius was 
vondering and praying and seeking help from God. 


THE CAPTAIN’S PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED 


“One day, at the three o’clock hour for prayer, as 
the captain was praying as usual, he saw what he 
was not at all prepared to see. . He distinctly saw 
with his own eyes an angel of God, who called him 
by name, “Cornelius.” The captain stared in terror 
at the messenger, and tremblingly said, “What is it, 
Lord?” But there was no reason for the captain 
to be afraid. The angel had come to tell Cornelius 
that his prayers would be answered. He told him 
that his prayers and his alms had found favor with 
God, and that he should send men to Joppa for a 
certain man named Simon, whose other name was 
Peter. The men would find this Simon lodging with 
another Simon, a tanner, whose house stood by the 
sea. God was directing this Roman officer to Peter 
for the satisfaction of his religious needs. Peter 
could tell him about Jesus, the Saviour and Lord 
of men. 

Cornelius immediately obeyed God. Obedience to 
God is of the very first importance to those who 
desire to know the truth. You never will know the 
truth until and unless you are willing to obey. 
Cornfelius summoned three members of his household 
—two household servants and a soldier—‘“a devout,” 
that is, “a God-worshiping” soldier detailed to his 
personal service—and told them about his experi- 
ence. God had directed him to send to Joppa for 
Peter, and he was going to send. 


UNDER GOD’S DIRECTION 


Peter also was under God’s direction. A new 
step of the very greatest importance was to be 
taken. The gospel was to be preached to an “un- 
clean” Gentile, and he was to be received into the 
Church. Jesus is the Saviour for men of every 
nation. But so far he had been preached as a 
Saviour only to the Jews and the Samaritans, who 
were half-Jews. There had been one exception: 
that was the Ethiopian official whom Philip had 
baptized on the Gaza road. But the official had 
gone home to Africa; he was out of men’s minds. 
And besides, he was a proselyte, a man who had 
adopted the Jewish religion. The Gentiles living up 
and down Judea could not have been out of Peter’s 
mind as he was making his tours of visitation 
But as yet none of them had 
been baptized, or had had Jesus preached to them. 
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The narrow prejudices of race and custom were 
hard to break through: this could scarcely be done 
except by the direction of God. But they must 
be broken through if Jesus was to be the Saviour 
of the world. And now was the time for Peter to 
break through them. 


PETER’S VISION 


God commanded Peter to break through these 
prejudices. The command came to Peter while he 
was praying on the roof of Simon the tanner’s 
house, about noontime, while the members of the 
Roman captain’s household were asking for direc- 
tions to Peter’s lodgings. The command came in a 
vision. 

Peter saw in his vision a great vessel, like an 
immense sheet, let. down from heaven to the earth. 
In the huge, sheetlike vessel were all kinds of 
animals—quadrupeds, and creeping things, and 
birds—both “clean” and “unclean”; that is, of 
course, animals that it was allowable for Jews to 
eat and animals that were forbidden for food. A 
voice told Peter to get up from his knees, and 
slaughter these animals for food, and eat them! 
Peter was horrified at the command, and cried out 
in his old, impulsive way that never in all his life 
had he eaten “unclean” food, and he did not pro- 
pose to begin now. But the voice came back to 
him, “What God has cleansed, you must not regard 
as unclean!” What could it mean? God was ap- 
parently telling Peter that there was no longer any 
distinction between “clean” and “unclean” meat! 
God was saying that he had “cleansed” all meat. 
That certainly was perplexing. 


THE ANSWER AT THE GATE 


The answer to the question was at the gate of 
Simon the tanner’s house. Standing at the gate, 
asking for Peter, were the “unclean” messengers of 
the “unclean” Roman officer! And-the Holy Spirit 
told Peter that in the three men waiting for him 
downstairs, he would find the explanation of his 
vision. He was to have no hesitation about going 
with them, because it was God’s will. When the 
men told their mission, Peter saw clearly that his 
vision meant that it was God’s purpose to receive 
Gentiles into the Christian Church. God directed 
Cornelius to send for Peter; and God directed 
Peter to go to Cornelius. It was plainly God who 
was opening the door to the Gentiles! The next day 
Peter and some of the Joppa Christians set out with 
the messengers for Cesarea. 


THE STORY OF CORNELIUS 


And now Peter, the Jew, was standing in the 
house of a Gentile! All around Peter and his 
Jewish friends who had accompanied him from 
Joppa was a large company which the Roman ecap- 
tain had called together to hear Peter preach— 
Cornelius and his household, and his kinsfolk, and 
all his closest friends. Peter was saying that they 
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knew as well as he did that it was unlawful for a 
Jew like him to have anything to do with a Gen- 
tile, but that God had shown him that he must not 
consider anyone “unclean,” and that he wanted to 
know why Cornelius had sent for him. Then Cor- 
nelius told his story—the story we already know— 
and ended by saying that they were all eager to 
hear what the Lord had to tell them by the lips of 
Peter. 


PETER PREACHED JESUS 


Then Peter preached about Jesus. That was 
what Cornelius and his friends wanted to hear. 
That was what Peter wanted to preach. Peter said 
that he saw very clearly that God wanted Jesus 
preached to men of every nation who feared him 
and wanted to’ do right. He said that they al- 
ready knew how the message of peace had come 
to the Jews through Jesus the Messiah; how God 
had given him the Holy Spirit and power; how he 
had gone about doing good; how the Jews had cruci- 
fied Jesus, and how God had raised him from the 
dead; how sure they were that Jesus had really 
risen from the dead, because Peter and other wit- 
nesses whom God had chosen had seen him, and 
eaten and drunk with him! He told how they had 
been commissioned to preach to the people that 
Jesus was the Judge whom God had appointed to 
judge the deeds of all men, living and dead, and how 
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all the prophets agreed in testifying that ‘forgive- 


ness of sins came through faith in Jesus! 


WHILE PETER PREACHED 


While Peter was still preaching—preaching 
Jesus, Jesus the Messiah, Jesus the Saviour—God 
showed in the most striking way possible that it 
was his will that these Gentiles in the house of 
the Roman captain should be admitted into the 
Church. They were listening to Peter and be- 
lieving with all their hearts that Jesus was Lord 
and Saviour. As they listened and believed, God 
gave them the special powers which in those days 
accompanied the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Gen- 
tile believers began to speak “with tongues,” prais- 
ing God in an ecstasy. God had broken down the 
wall of prejudice that divided Jew from Gentile. 
He gave his Holy Spirit to Jew and Gentile alike. 
No one would have believed it if God himself had 
not done it. But God had done it. 


BAPTIZE THEM THEN 


God had given these Gentiles the Holy Spirit. 
Who could be prejudiced against them now? Who 
could forbid their baptism? “The greater had 
been bestowed, could the lesser be withheld?” Cer- 
tainly not. Certainly these believers must be bap- 
tized in the name of Jesus the Messiah. Peter 
commanded it because God had commanded it. 
They were baptized—the First Gentile Christians! 
The gospel was now a long step on the way teward 
us! Thank God. 


Christ. 


30 


February 15, 1920 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


Most of these are explained in the comments. 

30. Four days ago. According to the Jewish 
reckoning, including the day of Cornelius’ vision, 
the day the messengers reached Joppa, the day of 
their return with Peter, and the day of their reach- 
ing Cesarea. 

45. They of the circumcision. The Jewish 
Christians who had accompanied Peter from Joppa. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What was a “God-worshiper’’? 

2. What “God-worshiper” lived in the capital of 
Judea? What was his position? Was he satis- 
fied with his religion? What directions did God 
give him? 

3. Why had the gospel not been preached to Gen- 
tiles? Do you think that Peter would have gore 
with the messengers if he had not had the vision? 
What was the meaning of the vision? 

4. What did Peter tell the Gentile company about 
Jesus? 

5. How did God prove beyond any doubt that he 
accepted these Gentile believers? Why ought we 
to thank God for what happened in this lesson? 

6. What prejudices of race, of class, of condition 
hinder the spread of the gospel to-day? Ought 
Christians to have these prejudices? Why not? 
How can they be overcome? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 10. What are the consequences of sin? 

A. The consequences of sin are estrangement from 
God, increasing sinfulness in ourselves, injury to 
others, and the righteous judgments of God in time 
and in eternity. 

Q. 11. How has God provided for our salvation 
from sin? 

A. God, of his great mercy, has provided for our 
salvation from sin by the gift of his Son, Jesus 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. How much space does Luke occupy in telling 
the story of the conversion of Cornelius? Why 
does he go into it so elaborately? 

2. How many special indications are there that 
God wanted Cornelius and his household received 
into the Christian Church? 

3. What was the exact status of Cornelius from 
the Jewish point of view? 

4. Why would Peter be puzzled by his vision? 
What happened while he was preaching that would 
remove his last doubts? Why ought Cornelius and 
the rest of the company to be baptized, since the 
Holy Spirit had already been given them? 

5. Would you think that the question of Gen- 
tiles being received into the Christian Church 
would be settled forever by the conversion of Cor- 
nelius? 
taken as a precedent? 

6. What bearing has Rom.'10: 12 on this lesson? 


What would prevent this event from being. 


a 
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Col. 3:11? What prejudices do you have that are 


contrary to the spirit of these passages? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 60. How is the Sabbath to be sanctified? 
A. The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy rest- 


Peter Delivered from Prison 
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ing all that day, even from such worldly employ- 
ments and recreations as are lawful on other days; 
and spending the whole time in the public and pri- 
vate exercises of God’s worship, except so much as 
is to be taken up in the works of necessity and 
mercy. 


Lesson VIII (XXD—PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON 


The Golden Text—“The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.”—Ps. 34: 7. 


TEXT OF LESSON, ACTS 12: 5-17 


/ For entire lesson, see Acts 12: 1-19. 


COMMON VERSION 


5 Pe’ter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer 
was made without ceasing of the church unto God 
for him. 

6 And when Her’od would have brought him 


forth, the same night Pe’ter was sleeping between 
two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keep- 


ers before the door kept the prison. 
_ 7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon 
him, and a light shined in the prisen: and he smote 


Pe’ter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise 
up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 

8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, 
and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he 
saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and 


‘follow me. 


9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist 
not that it was true which was done by the angel; 
but thought he saw a vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the second 
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth 
unto the city; which opened to them of his own 
accord: and they went out, and passed on through 
one street; and forthwith the angel departed from 
him. 

11 And when Pe’ter was come to himself, he said, 
Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of 
Her’od, and from all the expectation of the people 
of the a ews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, he 
came to the house of Ma’ry the mother of John, 
whose surname was Mark; where many were gath- 
ered together praying. 

13 And as Pe’ter knocked at the door of the 
gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rho’da. 

14, And when she knew Pe’ter’s voice, she opened 
not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how 
Pe’ter stood before the gate. 

15 And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE* 


5 Peter therefore was kept in the prison: but 
prayer was made earnestly of the church unto God 
for him. 6 And when Herod was about to bring 
him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping be- 
tween two soldiers, bound with two chains: and 
guards before the door kept the prison. 7 And be- 
hold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a 
light’ shined in the cell: and he smote Peter on the 
side, and awoke him, saying, Rise up quickly. And 
his chains fell off from his hands. 8 And the angel 
said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy san- 
dals. And he did so. And he saith unto him, Cast 
thy garment about thee, and follow me. 9 And he 
went out, and followed; and he knew not that it 
was true which was done by the angel, but thought 
he saw a vision, 10 And when they were past the 
first and the second guard, they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth into the city; which opened to 
them of its own accord: and they went out, and 
passed on through one street; and straightway the 
angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter was 
come to himself, he said, Now I know of a truth, 
that the Lord hath sent forth his angel and de- 
livered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
the expectation of the people of the Jews. 12 And 
when he had considered the thing, he came to the 
house of Mary the mother of John whose surname 
was Mark: where many were gathered together and 
were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door 
of the gate, a maid came to answer, named Rhoda. 
14 And when she knew Peter’s voice, she opened 
not the gate for joy, but ran in, and told that Peter 
stood before the gate. 15 And they said unto her, 
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she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then Thou art mad. But she confidently affirmed that it. 


said they, It is his angel. was even so. And they said, It is his angel. 16 


Da! os ; > 4 . , 
16 But Pe’ter continued knocking: and when But Peter continued knocking: and when they had 
they had opened the door, and saw him, they were 


astonished. opened, they saw him, and were amazed. 17 But he, 
17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
to hold their peace, declared unto them how the peace, declared unto them how the Lord had 


Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he ; ; oe : 
said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brought him forth out of the prison. And he said, 


brethren. And he departed, and went into another Tell these things unto James, and to the brethren. 
place. And he departed, and went to another place. 


Additional Passages for Study: Matt. 7: 7-11; Mark 9: 28, 29; John 16: 24; James 5: 16. 


The Time—A.D. 44. The Place—Jerusalem. 
DAILY HOME READINGS . * 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday, February 16...0 0. 2654 fh csnlencles « Peter Delivered from Prison... ........-..<:: Acts 12: 1-10. 
Tuesday, February [7 atc. et beter amen ince ss Peter Rejoins His Friends............-..-- Acts 12: 11-19. 
Wednesday, February 18.....5......2...0%. (tod’s' Care of Uae ee a one Ps. 34: 1-8. 
Thursday, February 19... 0.22226 00 5 se oe How» Prayer Helpd.co ot. ceria esp ve ee Matt. 7: 7-11. 
Friday, February 20.0) sik wewtaitee alt 5 tes Rejoice ands ray casi 00 ean overs © tenes ert ae Phil. 423275 
Saturday, February 21..........-.-++++-08- God Delivers > heiianive ii-w te tecndice op se is II Kings 6: 8-17. 
Sunday, February 22.0 20.. so e% «sees ine os rere Jess Ab PEAVE!. S <.so os seine So Ler ans Luke 22: 39-46. 


A GALILZEAN FISHERMAN GIVES HIS LIFE Church. _ James, John’s brother, was the chief 
It was now about sixteen years since the day victim: He was prominent among the Christians, 
when Jesus had walked along the shore of the Sea of and he was a “Son of thunder.” Herod had him 
Galilee and called the four fishermen to leave all beheaded. A very old tradition tells us that as 
and follow him. How much had happened in those James was being led away to the place of execution, 
years! Who can tell what they had meant to Peter the guard who had charge of him was so much im- 
and Andrew, to James and John? They, had lived pressed by his testimony to Jesus that he could not 
in the closest fellowship with their Master; they doubt that Jesus was Saviour and Lord. So the 
had lived through his death; they had been wit- guard confessed his faith in Jesus, and “both, there- 
nesses of his resurrection. They had been together fore, were led away to die.” On the way the guard 
on that unforgetable day when the Holy Spirit asked James to forgive him, “and James consider- 
had come in power on the little company of Gal- mga little, replied, ‘Peace be to thee,’ and kissed 
ilean believers waiting in Jerusalem. What a small him; and then both were beheaded at the same 
beginning, but how the Church had grown since time.” So died the first of the four Galilean 
then! All over Judea, Galilee, and Samaria there fishermen to seal his testimony with his blood. 
were Christian churches; and there were some What a sad _ blow to the Church, and yet what a 
eroups of believers outside the Holy Land. They glorious testimony! 
had lived through the persecution in which Stephen 
had given his life for Jesus. They had seen the PETER IS SEIZED 
conversion of that young Pharisee, Saul of Tarsus, But there was even worse in prospect. It was 
who had been so bitter against the Church. The now passover time, and Jerusalem was crowded 
years had been full of hard work and sore trials, with pilgrims to the feast. Herod saw that there 
but they had been glorious years. Working and was a fine opportunity to increase his reputation 
suffering and rejoicing together had drawn the four with the unbelieving Jews by making another stroke 
fishermen very close to one another, far closer than at the Church in the presence of the passover 
they had been in the old days when they were fish- crowds. So he had Peter arrested! There was no 
ing partners. Peter and Andrew, James and John, doubt in anyone’s mind that it was Herod’s inten- 
four fishermen of Galilee; four fishers of men in tion to make Peter walk the bloody path that 
the name of Jesus. During these sixteen years there James had trod. But he would wait until the 
had been no break in their fellowship. But now — sacred season of the passover had closed before he 
the break came! One of them gave his life as a had Peter executed. What horrible suspense there 
martyr to the cause he loved. That one was James, was in the Church; what sorrow and consternation 
John’s brother. —Peter in imminent danger of his life! The be- 
It was this way. Herod Agrippa I, who was at loved leader, Peter, in the power of the king whose 
that time the king, wanted to please the ruling hands were already stained with the blood of 
faction of the Jews which was hostile to those who James! Peter guarded day and night in prison! 
believed in Jesus. He started a persecution of the At night he lay down between two soldiers to 


32 


the footsteps of James, God’s will 


had laid off his outer garment, or 
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whose wrists he was chained; and outside the cell 
two other soldiers kept guard! And the guard was 
changed four times during the night! What chance 
was there for Peter? 


THE CHURCH PRAYS 


What could the Christians do? They could re- 
member that Peter was really not in the power of 
Herod at all: he was in the power of God. They 
could pray, and pray, and pray! More things are 
wrought by payer than Herod and all the Roman 
soldiers in Judea ever dreamed of. They could 
meet together from house to house, and pray to- 
gether, and pray, and pray—and perhaps it would 
please God to deliver the beloved Peter out of 
the hands of Herod. And so they did. “Prayer 
was made earnestly of the Church 
unto God for him.” One group of 
Christians, Peter’s most familiar 
friends, met in the house of a 
woman named Mary, who had a 
son named John Mark, the same 
who wrote the Gospel of Mark. 
Mary’s house was a great meeting 
place of the Christians in Jerusa- 
lem. And what cause they had to 
meet now! How they prayed that 
God would deliver Peter if it was 
his will, and if it was God’s will 
that Peter should now follow in 


be done! 


PETER THINKS HE DREAMS 


The night before the day set 
for Peter’s trial, Peter slept in 
prison between his two guards, 
and thought that he dreamed. He 


coat, and had taken off his san- 
dals. He had loosened the girdle 
which fastened up his long, flowing 
undergarment during the day, but 
he could not loosen the chains 
which bound him by the wrists to 
the two guards, and he could hear the pacing of 
the outer guards in the corridor. Down between 
his guards, Peter laid himself to sleep. To-mor- 
row was the day of his trial. Who could say how 
soon the day of his death would come? But he 
was in the hands of God. Jesus, his Master, was 
near. ‘There was no cause for fear or anxiety. 
Peter slept like a baby. 

And as he slept he thought he dreamed. It 
seemed a comfortable and wonderful dream, sent 
him by God. 


WHAT PETER THOUGHT HE DREAMED 


It seemed to Peter that he dreamed that an angel 
of God flashed on him in his cell and flooded it 
with light. It seemed that the angel struck him 
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on the side and woke him, saying, “Quick, get up”! 
It seemed to Peter that as the angel spoke, the 
chains which bound his wrists dropped off! Then 
it seemed that the angel said, “Fasten up your 
girdle and put on your sandals,” and then, “Put 
on your coat and follow me.” It seemed to Peter 
that he did all this, following the angel past the 
guard posted outside the cell, and then past a 
second guard, and to the great, iron gate which 
led into the city. That gate opened to them of 
its own accord. It seemed to Peter that they were 
now in the open street, and when they had gone 
along one street, it seemed that the.angel left him. 
All this time Peter thought that he was having 
the most wonderful vision that he was being re- 
leased from prison. But when the angel suddenly 


PETER IN PRISON 


left him, Peter came to his senses. He saw that 
it was real. There he was, really standing in the 
street outside and away from the prison! God 
had set him free. The earnest prayers of his 
friends had been heard. It was almost beyond be- 
lief, but it was so. Peter was free. And he said 
in his exultation, “Now I know of a truth, that the 
Lord hath sent forth his angel and delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the ex- 
pectation of the people of the Jews.” 


PETER GOES TO FIND HIS FRIENDS 


When Peter had recovered from his bewilder- 
ment a little, he set out on the dark and quiet streets 
of the city to Mary’s house. He knew that he would 
find friends there, and he was eager to tell them 
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the news. Can’t you imagine how the old, impulsive 
Peter would hurry through the streets to get to 
Mary’s house! 


PETER AT THE DOOR 

It seemed to Peter as if he would never get 
there, but at last he came to the house, and knocked 
at the door of the gateway to the passage leading 
from the street into the inner court of the house. 
Rhoda, the maid, answered the door. When she 
heard Peter’s voice she was so surprised and happy 
that instead of opening the door to let Peter in, 
she ran back into the house to tell Peter’s friends 
who were praying there—far into the night as it 
was. When she announced that Peter was standing 
outside at the door, they couldn’t believe her. It 
was too wonderful. Can’t you just see Rhoda al- 
most beside herself with joy, trying to make them 
believe that Peter is really at the door, and Peter’s 
friends sorrowfully shaking their heads, and saying 
that there is something queer about Rhoda? And 
when Rhoda insists that it is Peter, they think 
that it cannot be Peter himself: it must be Peter’s 
guardian angel who has assumed Peter’s form and 
voice. 


PETER KNOCKS AND KNOCKS 


But Peter wanted to be let in, and he kept on 
knocking and knocking. They heard the repeated 
knocks, and hurried out through the passageway 
to the door, and threw it open. There stood the 
answer to their prayers! There stood their beloved 
Peter, saved from the bloody hands of Herod. 
What excitement there was, and how everyone 
talked at once! Peter motioned with his hand— 
you couldn’t hear his voice—for them to keep quiet 
a minute. Then he told them what had happened. 
He told them how the Lord had delivered him from 
prison; how he thought he dreamed that he was 
free, and how he found that he was free! What 
a happy time they had togther, and how they 
thanked and praised God for answering their pray- 
ers the way he had done! 


BUT PETER MUST LEAVE 


But Peter could not stay with them. There was 
sure to be a big commotion when the guards found 
that he had escaped. There would be a search for 
him in the morning. Peter must go into hiding for 
a while. The Lord had set him free: he must not 
run any unnecessary risks. So Peter told them 
to report his escape to James, the Lord’s brother, 
who was the head of the church at Jerusalem now. 
The apostles were out of the city a good deal, and 
James was a very wise and good man, and he was 
the Lord’s brother besides, so it was natural that 
he should become the “head of the board of elders 
of the church at Jerusalem, that is, what we should 
call ‘the pastor’ of that church.” So Peter told 
them to report his escape to James and the others. 
“And he departed, and went to another place.” 
Where he went we do not know. 
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THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 

6. When Herod was about to bring him forth. 
For trial. 

15. Thou art mad. “Used as a colloquial expres- 
sion, not meaning literal insanity.” It is his 
angel. “According to Jewish ideas they would be 
lieve that Peter’s guardian angel had assumed his 
form and voice, and stood before the door.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS | 

1. How many years had it been since the four 
Galilean fishermen left all to follow Jesus? Name 
the chief events of those years in their lives. 

2. What one of the four was the first to die for 
Jesus’ sake? What ancient tradition is there about 
his death? 

3. What reason was there to believe that Herod 
would never let Peter go alive? 

4. What could Peter’s friends do for him? 
did they do? With what result? 

5. What can we do for our friends who are in 
trouble? What good will praying do? 

6. How did the Christians in Jerusalem feel to- 
ward Peter? How can we get the love of other 
people? 


What 


The Intermediate Catechism 
Q. 12. Who is Jesus Christ? 
A. Jesus Christ is God’s eternal and only-begot- 
ten Son who humbled himself to become man, and 
so is God and man. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Who was the first Christian martyr? Who 
was the first apostle to die a martyr’s death? What 
was the reason for the persecution in the course 
of which James died? 

2. What was the place of prayer in th: life of the 
early Church? What ought to be the place of 
prayer in the life of the Church to-day? 

3. What details in this lesson make it look as if 
the writer of The Acts had gotten part of his in- 
formation from Peter and from John Mark? 

4. What deliverances do you know about. that are 
similar to this deliverance of Peter’s? 

5. Compose a prayer suitable for Peter’s friends 
to offer, asking God to release Peter. Does the 
prayer you have composed show the same spirit as 
Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsamene? 

6. What sort of spirit among the early Christians 
does this lesson show? Did their habit of prayer 
have anything to do with it? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 61. What is forbidden in the Fourth Com- 
mandment? 

A. The Fourth Commandment forbiddeth the 
omission, or careless performance, of the duties re- 
quired, and the profaning the day by idleness, or 
doing that which is in itself sinful, or by unneces- 
sary thoughts, words, or works, about our worldly 
employments or recreations. 
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PETER WRITES ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIVING 


(May be used with temperance applications) 


The Golden Text—“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked.”— 
I John 2: 6. 


TEXT OF LESSON, I PETER 2: 1-5, 11, 12, 19-25 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Wherefor>» laying aside all malice, and all guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 

2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 


4. To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disal- 
lowed indeed of ,men, but chosen of God, and 
precious, 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spirit- 
ual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Je’sus Christ. - 


* * * * * 


11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul; 

12 Having your conversation honest among the 
Gen’tiles: that, whereas they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may by your good works, which 
they shall behold, glerify God in the day of visita- 
tion. 

* * * * * 

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for con- 
science toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
| fully. 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted 
for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it pa- 
tiently, this is acceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps: 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: 

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are 
now returned un‘o the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls. 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


1 Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all 
guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and ail evil speak- 
ings, 2 as newborn babes, long for the spiritual 
milk which is without guile, that ye may grow 
thereby unto salvation; 3 if ye have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious: 4 unto whom coming, a living 
stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, 
precious, 5 ye also, as living stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 

* * * * * 

11 Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pil- 
grims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 
against the soul; 12 having your behavior seemly 
among the Gentiles; that, wherein they speak 
against you as evil-doers, they may by your good 
works, which they behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 

* * * * * 

19 For this is acceptable, if for conscience toward 
God a man endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. 
20 For what glory is it, if, when ye sin, and are 
buffeted for it, ye shall take it patiently? .but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall take it 
patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For here- 
unto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow 
his steps: 22 who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: 23 who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he suffered, threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously: 24 who his own self bare our sins in his 
body upon the tree, that we, having died unto sins, 
might live unto righteousness; by whose stripes ye 
were healed. 25 For ye were going astray like 
sheep; but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls. 


Additional Passages for Study: Job 1: 21, 22; 2:10; James 1:4; I Peter 3:17, 18; 4:16. 


The Time—Probably about A.p. 64. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


The Place—This Epistle was written from Babylon. 
I Peter 5:13. Some commentators interpret this 
figuratively, to mean Rome. 


Lesson IX (XXII) 


Peter Writes About Christian Living 


DAILY HOME READINGS 


DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
Monday; *Mebruary “23. «os use. 0: s elcls eurers Peter Writes About Christian Living....I Peter 2: 1-5, 11, 12. 
Tuesday, February 24.7....... 00.0. «5 ses Doing as Jesus, Did>..... 5. ..0....00254. I Peter 2 : 19-25. 
Wednesday, February 25......0.0..06000% David Spares. Saul... onde. eee es gees I Sam. 26: 5-12. 
Thursday, Mebruary 260: 09.0 Saye ea “Overcome! Hvil withsGood sa. wy... o-- Rom. 12 : 14-21. 
Friday,: Pebriiary 27 24 ou ue) Soe See Partakers of Christ’s Sufferings.......... I Peter 4: 12-19. 
Saturday, February 28... 2.06.0. 052% «00% Oni Guard fo Soe se ee 8 a at cee vei 1. Peterson kk 
Sunday; Pebruary 295) ven sik sc ereny aes The Blessed: Liles. whey ewe res eae Matt. 5: 1-10. 


TWENTY YEARS AFTER 


About twenty years have passed since the last 
lesson, when the company of Christians in Mary’s 
house at Jerusalem were so surprised and so thank- 
ful for Peter’s release from the bloody hands of 
Herod Agrippa I. They had been years of hard 
and faithful and glorious work for Peter. But they 
had been years of more or less obscure work. The 
conspicuous leadership had passed into the hands 
of others. In the last lesson we saw that James, 
the Lord’s brother, had become the head of the 
mother church at Jerusalem. We remember how 
prominent Peter had been in that church at the 
first: but now James was most prominent. It was 
Peter who, under God’s direction, threw the doors 
of the Church open to the Gentiles when he admit- 
ted Cornelius and his household. But Paul had be- 
come the great missionary to the Gentiles. It was 
Paul, not Peter, who went on to gather Gentiles into 
the great company of believers in Jesus. 

See what Jesus had done for Peter. Peter no 
longer pushed himself forward. He had overcome 
much of his old, thoughtless impetuosity and self- 
confidence. He set a great example of Christian 
humility. He was willing to let others occupy the 
conspicuous places, content to do the Master’s work 
out of the public eye. Peter did not want high 
office: he wanted hard work. Peter did not crave 
the praise of men: he craved the praise of him who 
once said that the greatest among his followers is 
the servant of all. Peter did not seek honor from 
men, but honor from him who came “not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister.” How great in his 
Christian stature this Galilean fishermen had 
grown! 


A LESSON FROM PETER 


We can learn a lesson from Peter now that we 
scarcely could have learned in the old days before 
Jesus had made a new Peter from the old Peter. 
We can learn the great lesson of Christian humility. 
That is one of the greatest lessons in Christian liv- 
ing. Are you troubled in your church and Sunday 
school with Christians who are always wanting to 
hold office? Do you know anyone who is willing 
to work in the church or in the Sunday school or 
in any church organization, provided he can have 
the chief place? Do you know anyone who will 
not work at all unless he is the acknowledged leader 
and gets all the praise? Is there anyone of whom 
you can think who is sure to grow peevish and 
sulky if all that he says and proposes and does is 


not at once approved and flattered by everyone else? 
Learn a lesson from Peter, the great leader of the 
Jerusalem church, from Peter the pioneer preacher 
to the Gentiles, from Peter who had every right 
and title to a conspicuous position. Learn a lesson 
from this Peter who was willing to let James be- 
come the head of Jewish Christianity and to let 
Paul become the great missionary to the Gentiles! 
Learn a lesson in Christian humility. 


A HEARTY AND STEADY LOVE 


There is a great lesson in Christian living to be 
learned from the life of Peter. There are lessons in 
Christian living to be learned from his writings. 
The lesson Peter insists on is the lesson of a hearty 
and steady love for all other Christians. 


WASH OFF THE FILTH 


Such a hearty and steady love is impossible un- 
less the filth is washed off. All wickedness must be 
washed off. All desire to hurt anyone must be re- 


garded as loathsome filth, and be washed off. Such 
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wickedness shows itself in guile, or in the desire to 
get the better of another by deceit, or cunning, or 
double-dealing. Such guile is filth. It must be 
washed off the Christian. A clean Christian does 
not want to get the better of a fellow Christian. He 
wants to help him, not to cheat him. A clean Chris- 
tian is open and aboveboard and honest and kind 
in all his dealings. Are you tricky, do you seek 
to get the advantage of anyone else, are you look- 
ing out for yourself, and letting other people take 
care of themselves? That’s filth. That’s not Chris- 
tian. “Off with it,” says Peter. Hypocrisy—saying 
one thing to a person’s face and something else be- 
hind his back; treating him decently but at the 
same time despising him, or hating him—is also 
filth. It is not Christian. Jesus denounced hypoc- 
risy as he denounced scarcely anything else. “Off 
with it,” says Peter. Envy is filth. There can be 
no Christian love where there is envy. How can 
you love anyone else if you are displeased with 
their excellencies or their good fortune; if you 
grudge them what they are and what they have? 
Why, if you love a person, he* cannot be too fine 
or have too much. “Off with envy,” says Peter. 
Evil-speakings, slander! . How filthy slander is! 
What filthy mouths people have who are always 
speaking evil of other people! Insinuating evil 
about them; detracting from them; covering their 
reputations with the filth from the speakers’ 
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mouths! The Larger Catechism says that the 
Ninth Commandment forbids unseasonable speech 
or loquacity, tale-bearing, backbiting, detraction, 
aggravating small faults, discovering infirmities, im- 
pairing our neighbors’ credit, and rejoicing in their 
disgrace and infamy. Who does not feel that his 
lips and his heart are filthy after reading that state- 
ment? Yes, it is loathsome filth. “Off with it,” 
says Peter. “Wash it off!” Love cannot li.2 where 
slanders are! 


> 
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YOUNG CHRISTIANS 


Peter was writing were 
were not young in years, 


The people to whom 
young Christians. They 
but they had _ been 
Christians only a lit- 
tle while. They were 
like newly born chil- 
dren—little babies 
who had to be fed; 
who wanted their 
food. Some of you 
who read these com- 
ments are young 
Christians. You are 
just beginning the 
Christian life as were 
the Gentile  Chris- 
tians to whom Peter 
was writing so long 
ago. You want to 
know how to grow 
strong in the Chris- 
tian life. You want 
to know what will 
make you strong 
enough to wash off 
the filth—the wicked- 
ness that shows itself 
in guile, and _ insin- 
cerity, and envy, and 
slanders! You must 
wash off filthy things 
if you are to have 
Christian love, and 
you cannot lead a 
Christian life without Christian love. What will 
make you strong enough? Peter tells you. Peter 
says—and he knows for he did it—‘‘Feed on Christ.” 
You have already had a taste of Christ. Feed on him. 


BEFORE THE HEATHEN 

Christian living is pure living. There are evil 
passions which fight against the soul. Christians 
must not give way to these evil passions; they must 
not indulge in evil practices. Other people give 
way to their passions; they do all sorts of evil 
things. But Christians must not. Christians must 
keep themselves pure.. Other people may be pro- 
fane and intemperate and immoral. Other people 
may be passionate and hateful. But Christians 
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never! They must keep pure for their own sakes, 
and for Christ’s sake. 

They must keep pure for the sake of others who 
are not Christians. The Christians of Peter’s day 
—the newly born Christians—were being persecuted. 
Slanders were being circulated about them. There 
was a time when Christians were charged with all 
sorts of crimes by the heathen. And when the 
heathen did not really charge the Christians with 
gross crimes at the mere mention of which Chris- 
tians would shudder, they charged the Christians 


. with “hatred of the human race,” because Christians 
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would not share in the wicked life of the day. It 
took great courage for Christians to endure the 
slanders, the taunts, and the jeers of the heathen. 
But they did it for 
Christ’s sake and for 
the sake of the 
heathen themselves. 

Christians to-day 
are far too careless 
about the way they 
speak and act in the 
presence of those who 
are not Christians. 
They forget that the 
unbelievers are judg- 
ing Christ by their 
words and_ actions. 
It takes courage to 
refuse to do wrong 
things when every- 
one else seems to be 
doing them. But 
Christians must have 
that courage. Christ 
depends on them to 
do it. The salvation 
of others depends on 
it, too. 


SUFFERING 
INJUSTICE 
What is harder to 
endure than injus- 
tice? Some one 
treats you unfairly, 
as you do not deserve to be treated. You feel very 
bitter about it. You say that you wouldn’t mind 
if you deserved such treatment, but you don’t. You 
say that you wouldn’t try to get even if you hadn’t 
been wronged, but you have been wronged, and you 
do intend to have a square deal, you intend to get 
even. Is that the way you feel? Is that what you 
do? Then you are not thorough Christians. You 
have not begun to learn the lessons of Christian 
living. 


' 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST 

A Christian is one who follows Christ, and Christ 
suffered injustice without a murmur. Peter said 
that Christ “when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, threatened not; but committed 


Lesson X (XXIII) 


himself to him that judgeth righteously.” No one 
has ever reviled us as Christ was reviled. Surely 
if Christ did not revile again, we can keep silent. 
No one of us has ever suffered as Christ suffered. 
Surely if Christ did not threaten those who caused 
his sufferings, we can refrain. Christ committed 
himself and his cause to God, the righteous Judge. 
When we are reviled or suffer unjustly we may 
do the same. This is Christian living, indeed! 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


5. A spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood. 
Or, a spiritual house for a holy priesthood. 

12. The Gentiles. The Gentiles were all the 
other nations, in contrast to the Jews. Here the 
Christians are considered a new Israel, and “Gen- 
tiles” means the heathen in contrast to the Chris- 
tians. 

25. Bishop. Overseer, or guardian. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. What great lesson in Christian living can be 
drawn from the life of Peter? 

2. What temptations have you to guile? to insin- 
cerity? to envy? to slander? 

3. How may these temptations be overcome? 

4. Is it possible to lead a Christian life if these 
temptations are not overcome? Is love of one an- 
other necessary to a Christian life? 

5. How do people injure us? How should we act 
when they injure us? Can one “try to get even” 
and be a Christian? 

6. How is Christ our great Example of patient 
endurance? 

7. Why should we try to lead a Christian life? 
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The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 13. How did Jesus Christ become man? 

A. Jesus Christ became man by being born of 
the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, as it had 
been foretold; and his name was called Jesus, which 
means Saviour, because he was to save his people 
from their sins. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 

1. Would you have considered humility a virtue 
of the Peter of the Gospels? What changed him? 
Is humility a necessary virtue for a Christian? Can 
it be learned all at once? 

2. Do you need to put off the filthy things men- 
tioned in v. 1? Why don’t you? How may you 
put them off? 

3. In what sense are we “sojourners and pil- 
grims’? Why should the fact that we are “so- 
journers and pilgrims” lead us to abstain from lusts? 

4. How would you apply the teaching of v. 12 
to your own daily life? 

5. What makes it hard to endure unjust treat- 
ment? What is Peter’s argument in v. 20? 

6. What is Peter’s argument in vs. 21-23? 

7. What has Christ done for us more than to give 
us a good Example? What motive for Christian 
living is enforced in v. 24? 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the 
fourth commandment? 

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth command- 
ment are, God’s allowing us six days of the week 
for our own employments, his challenging a special 
propriety in the seventh, his own example, and his 
blessing the Sabbath day. 


Lesson X (XXITD—JOHN WRITES ABOUT CHRISTIAN LOVE 


The Golden Text—‘‘Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.’”—I John 4: 11. 
TEXT OF LESSON, I JOHN 4: 7-21 


COMMON VERSION 

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. 

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God 
is love. 

9 In this was manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him. 

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitia- 
tion for our sins. 

11 Beloved, ii God so loved us, we ought also to 
love one another. 

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is begotten of God, 
and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love. 9 Herein was the love of 
God manifested in us, that God hath sent his only 
begotten Son into the world that we might live 
through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved; if God 
so loved us; we also ought to love one another. 12 
No man hath beheld God at any time? if we love 
one another, God abideth in us, and his lové ig per- 
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love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love fected in us: 13 hereby we know that we abide in 
is perfected in us. him and he in us, because he hath given us of his 
__18 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he Spirit. 14 And we have beheld and bear witness 
in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 3 
: that the Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour 
14. And we have seen and do testify that the f th id h 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world. ©! te world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that 
15 Whosoever shall confess that Je’sus is the Son’ Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, and 
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. he in God. 16 And we know and have believed the 
16 And we have known and believed the love love which God hath in us. God is love; and he 
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that that abideth in love abideth in God, and God abid- 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. eth in him. 17 Herein is love made perfect with 


17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may : ; 
have boldness in the day of sidtieats because as US» that we may have boldness in the day of judg- 
he is, so are we in this world. ment; because as he is, even so are we in this world. 


18 There is no fear in love: but perfect love 18 There is no fear in love: but perfect love casteth 
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he 
that feareth is not made perfect in love. that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We 

19 We love him, because he first loved us. ; love, because he first loved us. 20 If a man say, I 

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his joy, God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for 


brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his . 
brother whom he hath. seen, how can he love God he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 


whom he hath not seen? cannot love God whom he hath not seen. 21 And 
21 And this commandment have we from him, this commandment have we from him, that he who 
That he who loveth God love his brother also. loveth God love his brother also. 
Additional Passage for Study: I John 3: 13-18. 
The Time—Probably the last decade of the first The Place—Probably Ephesus. 
century A.D. 
DAILY HOME READINGS 
DATE TITLE REFERENCE 
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PRUPSGHV A ATC: 400 fois Siw cate ees Swe LOVIN ONG ANGLER? 1 mice one sete Se Luke 10 : 25-37. 
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Sama GeV AECRE [stan ne Perce ce Oh oa ates The Great Commandments................. Matt. 22 : 34-40. 
THE LAST LEFT ALIVE for Jesus, and died the death of martyrs for Jesus! 


When we first met the fisherman John of Galilee And for many years, Jokn had been the only one 
he was a young man. There were three other fisher- of the four left alive to testify to the Lord and 
men who were very close to him—his own brother Saviour who had called them from their boats on 
James, and the two brothers, Andrew and Peter. the shores of the Sea of Galilee. 

But it had been at least sixty years before that the It is likely that all of the Twelve were dead, save 
four fishermen of Galilee gave their lives to Jesus Only John. It may be that all those who had seen 
to become fishers of men for him. And now John Jesus with their own eyes, and heard him speak, 
was a very old man, and the last of the four left and kept company with him, had gone to heaven. 
alive to testify to Jesus. But not only were James and Andrew and Peter 

James was the first to die. He died a martyr’s dead. Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles, 
death in Ap. 44. Just when and where Andrew had years ago gone to be with Christ, which he 
died we do not surely know. There is a tradition ‘Said was far better than living on earth. And 
that he suffered martyrdom in Achaia, by being John, in his old age, was left at Ephesus, teaching 
crucified on a cross shaped like the letter X. A and Inspiring the second and the third generation 
cross of that shape is now called a Saint Andrew’s of Christians with his own faith and love! He 
cross. Jesus had told Peter that he would die a seems to have been the last left alive who could 
martyr’s death, and tradition tells us that he did 5%4Y, I saw, I heard, I knew. 
so, being crucified as were his brother and his Mas- 
ter. This was probably about A.D. 68, not so long OUT OF HIS OWN EXPERIENCE 
after he wrote the lesson text which we studied last John had kept company with Jesus in the old 
Sunday. James and Andrew and Peter—three Gali- Galilwan days. He had loved Jesus then, and had 

lean fishermen whom Jesus made great, who lived been beloved by Jesus. It was to John that Jesus 
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upon the cross had lovingly committed care of his 
mother. John had been a witness of his Lord’s 
resurrection. He had been present from the first 
with that little company of Galilean believers who 
formed the first Christian church. He had lived 
through the great days when believers in Jesus 
were being gathered from among the Jews, and 
through the still greater days of the mission to the 
Gentiles. He had seen how Jesus worked in the 
hearts of men; how the believers were organized 
into a great society—the Church—and what spirit 
there was in the Church. He had seen the prom- 
ises of Jesus fulfilled in his own life and in the 
lives of ,other men. He had tested the truth of 
Jesus in his own experience, through manhood 
“e’en down to old age,” very old age. He had seen 
storms break over the Church, not to destroy it, 
but to strengthen and purify it. Now out of the 
experience of a lifetime, with the wisdom of old 
age, and with the assurance of convictions produced 
by actual trial of Jesus, he wrote down what seemed 
to him the heart of the religion of Jesus. He was 
the last who could say, “I saw, I heard, I knew” 
Jesus in the flesh, but he spoke for countless thou- 
sands who had had in their hearts and minds and 
consciences an experience of Jesus like his own in 
blessedness and power. 


JOHN SAYS, “LOVE” 

After a long life of Christian experience and 
Christian activity, John says that the spirit of the 
Christian life as shown in the Church is love. With- 
out love there is nothing at all. Hear a man speak 
who knew Jesus and who knew what Jesus did in 
the lives of the early Christians—hear the saint 
that Jesus made from a Galilean fisherman say 
that to be a Christian is to have love. Love is the 
spirit of the Christian life. It is love that makes 
a Christian, that gives the Church its power. 


WHENCE DOES LOVE COME? 

Whence does this wonderful love come—the love 
that makes the Christian, the love that makes the 
Church? John knew the Source of this love. He 
knew that it was not native to his heart. John 
knew that he had had no such love in the days be- 
fore he believed in Jesus, and he said that this 
love comes from God! “Love is of God,” says the 
aged John. “Beloved, let us love one another: for 
love is of God.” From God love flows. 


IT IS THE SIGN OF GOD’S CHILDREN 

Tf love is of God, it must be in the hearts of 
God’s own children. How can you think of any- 
one as being a child of God if he lacks the love 
which is of God? “Do you have the love that be- 
longs to God in your hearts?” asks the aged John. 
If you do, you may be sure that you are God’s 
child. Every child of God has love. If you have 
love, you are a child of God. What a comfort it 
would be to any of us if we could know for sure 
that we were God’s own children! We can know, 
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says John. We can know by this—do we love? lf 
we do, it is a sure sign that we are God’s children. 
If we do not love, it is a sure sign that we are not 
God’s children. “God is love,’ says John. How 
can we say that we know God if we do not have 
in our hearts the love which God is? We may 
think that we are Christians; we may have been 
baptized and received into the Church, but if we 
do not have love, we do not know God, we are not 
really Christians at all. But if we have love, we 
may be sure that we are God’s children. 


HOW GOD’S LOVE SHOWS ITSELF 


To John, Christianity rests on a great fact, a 
fact of history. It is not merely beautiful dream- 
ing to say that “God is love.” God’s love is shown 
in a great historic fact, in something that really 
happened here in this evil world. What was that 
fact? God showed his love by sending Jesus into 
the world. God always loved us, but he made his 
love known to us by sending Jesus, his only-begot- 
ten Son. Seeing Jesus and knowing what Jesus did 
for him convinced John of God’s love. 

Do you notice just what John says—“Herein was 
the love of God manifested in us’? It was not only 
that Jesus showed the love of God to us; but he 
made us love God so that the love of God was 
shown in us. What a responsibility is ours! If 
other people are to know that “God is love,” if they 
are to find God’s love in Christ, they must be led 
to it by finding God’s love in us. Do you realize 
that when you show love to the people in your 
homes, or in your schools, or on the street, or in 
business, or anywhere, you are helping them to find 
God’s love in Jesus? 


THE OBLIGATION OF LOVE 


If God has shown his love for us in Jesus, it is 
impossible for us to enjoy the great love of God 
for us and to love God in return without loving 
one another! “Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.” 


“HEREBY WE KNOW” 

What a comfort it must have been to John to be 
sure about God! What a comfort it would be to 
us! How can we be sure? John says that no one 
has ever seen God, but that we can be more sure 
of God than if we saw him with our eyes. We can 
have God as the very life inside our lives. We can 
be as sure of God as we are of breathing. How? 
What assures us that God is in us and we in God? 
We may know it by loving one another, by the 
presence in us of God’s own Spirit. Don’t you see 
—“love is of God,” love flows from God, “God is 
love”; and if we have this love, if we show this love, 
we have God! And it is the only way in which 
we can have God! 


IT IS THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHURCH 


The aged John who had known Jesus and the 
spirit of the Church during all these years says 
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that this is the experience of the Churely. John 
knew by personal experience that Jesus was Sav- 
iour, that God had shown his love by sending Jesus 
as Saviour. It was the common experience of all 
Christians. They all knew it and testified to it. 
And whoever recognizes the love of God shown in 
Jesus and yields to it shares the experience. 
“Whosoever shal! confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abideth in him, and he in God.” 

More than that, says the aged John. Not only 
can Christians testify that the love of God is found 
in Jesus, but they can testify that the love of God 
becomes a power in their own lives. The Church 
has experience not only of the love of God in Jesus, 
but of the love of God in its own life. “And we 
know and have believed the love which Goa hath 
in us.” 

CASTING OUT FEAR . 

John, who had known God’s love for so many 
years, found that after a while—perhaps after years 
—love becomes perfect, and when love has become 
perfect it casts all fear out of the heart. This is 
the last and perfect work of love. No one who 
knows at all the evil of his own heart—the filth 
of which Peter wrote in last Sunday’s lesson, the 
wickedness, the guilt, the insincerity, the slander, 
the lusts and passions of the heart—can fail to fear 
the Judgment. The Day of Judgment is coming, 
and our lives cannot stand the light of that day. 
We shudder when we look within and see what 
must be then revealed. But Jesus died for us. 
God showed his love for us in sending “his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.” After a while 
the love which God has for us creates such love in 
us that all fear of the dreadful Day of Judgment 
is cast out; all fear of God is gone. In God’s love 
for us and our love for him we see that the punish- 
ment of our sins is swallowed up. John had evi- 
dently reached this pertection of love. Not many 
of us have. But it will help us to know that be- 
cause God’s love has been shown to us in Jesus it 
will after a while be pcssible for us to love God 
without fear! 


WE MUST LOVE OTHERS 

John has learned in his long life that it is im- 
possible to love God without loving other Christians. 
And now he says it as strongly, and as clearly as he 
can. “If a man say, I. love God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar.” How can a man who fails 
to love his brother—whom God loves and in whom 
God dwells—love God? How can a man who fails 
to love his brother whom he sees, love God whom he 
cannot see? And more, says John, everyone knows 
that love of one another is a command of God. 
How can we say that we love God if we do not keep 
his Commandments? 


. IT IS HARD 
“Ah,” said Vinet, “the hard thing is to love the 
brother whom we do see.” Yes, it is sometimes 
hard, but it is not impossible if we look for the 
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things that are lovely, that speak to us of the love 
of God, in the people we live with and the people 
we meet. We-can say and do kind things to people 
whom we do not wholly love because of God’s love 
for both them and us. Indeed, the most practical 
way of growing in love to God is to show love to 
others of God’s children. 

The world has tried every way but the way of 
love. And the world has come to misery and angvrish 
and disaster by all the ways it has traveled. Let 
Christians show the world the way of love, love to 
God who first loved us. 


THE LESSON’S WORDS AND PHRASES 


The comments explain these. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Who was the last of the four fishermen left 
alive? Tell about the deaths of the others. 

2. From whom does all love come? If there are 
any people whom we do-not love, how may we learn 
to love them? 

3. How may we be sure that we are really chil- 
dren of God? 

4. How can God’s love be shown “in us”? 

5. How can you show that you love God at home? 
at school? among your friends? among your ene- 
mies? 

6. Why ought we to love God? 

7. How does love cast out fear? 


The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 14. How did Jesus Christ live on earth? 

A. Jesus Christ lived on earth a truly human 
life, with its joys and sorrows, being tempted as we 
are yet without sin, always doing the will of God, 
and so setting us a perfect example. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Describe the circumstances which seem to have 
left John the last living eyewitness of Jesus’ earthly 
life. 

2. Is the sort of love of which John speaks nat- 
ural to the human heart? Whence does it come? 

3. How did God’s love for us actually show itself 
in history? For what purpose? 

4. What practical test is there of our love to 
God? 

5. What effect would it have on the world if all 
so-called Christians actually loved other people and 
showed that love in all their thoughts and actions? 

6. What suggestion have you to make looking to 
the adjustment of all social and industrial troubles, 
and the abolition of war? 

7. Is there any hope that love will conquer the 
world apart from the love of God shown in Jesus? 


The Shorter Catechism 
Q. 63. Which is the Fifth Commandment? 
A. The Fifth Commandment is, Honor thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
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JOHN ON THE ISLE OF PATMOS 


The Golden Text—‘“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever.”—Heb. 13 : 8. 
TEXT OF LESSON, REV. 1: 4-18 


For entire lesson, see Rev., ch. 1. 


COMMON VERSION 


4 John to the seven churches which are in A’sia: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, 
and which was, and which is to come; and from 
the seven Spirits which are before his throne; 

5 And from Je’sus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of ‘the kings of the earth. Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, 

6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. A’men. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye 
shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and 
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so, A’men. 

8 I am Al’pha and O-me’ga, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, who also am your brother, and com- 
panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Je’sus Christ, was in the isle that is called 
Pat’mos, for the word of God, and for the testimony 
of Je’sus Christ. 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and 
heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

11 Saying, I am Al’pha and ©-me’ga, the first 
and the last: and,; What thou seest, write in a 
book, and send it unto the seven churches which 
are in A’si-a; unto Eph’e-sus, and unto Smyr’na, 
and unto Per’ga-mos, and unto Thy-a-ti’ra, and unto 
Sar’dis, and unto Phil-a-del’phia, and unto La-od- 
i-ce’a. 

12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with 
me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candle- 
sticks; 

13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks 
one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a gar- 
ment down to the foot, and girt about the paps 
with a golden girdle. 

14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, 
as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of 
fire; 

15 And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound 
of many waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and 
out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength. 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as 
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AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace, from him who is and who 
was and who is to come; and from the seven Spirits 
that are before his throne; 5 and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from our 
sins by his blood; 6 and he made us to be a king- 
dom, to be priests unto his God and Father; to him 
be the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 7 Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and 
every eye shall set him, and they that pierced him; 
and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over 
him. Even so, Amen. 

8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord 
God, who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty. 

9 I John, your brother and partaker with you 
in the tribulation and kingdom and patience which 
are in Jesus, was 1n the isle that is called Patmos, 
for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I 
heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet 11 | 
saying, What thou seest, write in a book and send 
it to the seven churches: unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamum, and unto Thyatira, 
and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto 
Laodicea. 12 And I turned to see the voice that 
spake with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden candlesticks; 13 and in the midst of the 
candlesticks one like unto a son of man, clothed with 
a garment down to the foot, and girt about at the 
breasts with a golden girdle. ~14 And his head and 
his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; 
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 and his 
feet like unto burnished brass, as if it had been 
refined in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of 
many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand 
seven stars: and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp 
two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength. 17 And when I saw 
him, I fell at his feet as one dead. And he laid 
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dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying 
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore, A’men; and have 
the keys of hell and of death. 


~The Time—Probably the last decade of the first 
century A.D. 


Additional Passage for Study: Rev. 4:1 to 5: 14. 


John on the Isle of Patmos 


March 14, 1920 


I am 
the first and the las., 18 and the Living one; and 
I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 


his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; 


The Place—Patmos 
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LOOK AT THE MAP 


Before you begin to study the meaning of this 
lesson, look at a map of the Mediterranean world 
in the first century A.D. First, find Ephesus. Ephe- 
sus was a great city, the capital of the Roman 
Province of Asia. Whenever Asia is mentioned in 
the New Testament it is the Roman province of 
which Ephesus was the capital. It was here that 
the Galilean fisherman, John, who had grown so 
great and lived so long in the service of Jesus, prob- 
ably spent the closing years of his life. 

When you have found Ephesus, find the cities of 
the other six churches mentioned in the eleventh 
verse of the lesson. Find them in the order in which 
they are mentioned, and as your eye passes from one 
to another, imagine a messenger with a papyrus 
roll in his hand—the book of that day—traveling 
north to Smyrna, and then farther north to Perga- 
mum, and then southeast from Pergamum to Thya- 
tira, and south from Thyatira to Sardis ,and south- 
east from Sardis to Philadelphia, and still farther 
southeast from Philadelphia to Laodicea! Imagine 
that messenger stopping in every city, visiting the 
church there, and reading the roll, or book which 
he carried, and perhaps waiting till the contents 
of the book could be copied out before he went on 
around his circuit. The book which the messenger 
carried was the book of the Revelation of John. 

Now that you have traced the itinerary of the 
messenger with the book of the Revelation of John, 
\find the place where Jesus made the revelation to 
the aged John, so long his follower. Find Ephesus 
again; now look southwest into the sea. In a group 
of islands called the Sporades, you will find an 
jisland called Patmos. 


JOHN AN EXILE 
It was on this island that the aged John was an 
exile. John himself tells us why he was suffering 
exile. It was “for the word of God and the testi- 
mony of Jesus,’ because he had been preaching 
and living the Word of God and bearing witness to 
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Jesus. There was a persecution against the Church. 
All the Christians were suffering for their faith. 
But they were brothers in that suffering. 


THINK OF JOHN 

Think of the aged John—an exile on Patmos for 
the sake of Jesus. Do you wonder that the exile’s 
mind was full of Jesus? Do you wonder that he 
thought of the Jesus whom he had known on earth 
and of the same Jesus glorified in heaven? 

But John was not only thinking of Jesus, he was 
also thinking of the Church which Jesus founded— 
the Church of the redeemed. He was thinking of 
the Church which Jesus had made “to be a king- 
dom, to be priests unto his God and Father.” What 
a glorious thing the Church was! What a great 
destiny it had! There was nothing like it in all 
the world; there could be nothing like it. The 
Church belonged to Jesus and to God the Father. 
But just now the Church was in tribulation. The 
kingdom of this world was fighting against the King- 
dom of Jesus. The struggle bade fair to be hard 
and painful, but the outcome surely could not be 
doubtful since the Church was the Church of Jesus 
who was “the ruler of the kings of the earth.” The 
outcome was sure to be a triumph for the Church. 

John was thinking of the glorified Jesus, and of 
the struggle of the Church in the world, and as he 
thought about these things, pondering over them 
and praying over them, he had a wonderful experi- 
ence. Jesus told him in a vision what the future 
of the Church was to be. 


IT WAS ON THE LORD’S DAY 


It was on the Lord’s Day, the first day of the 
week, the day on which Jesus rose from the dead. 
John was “in the Spirit” on that day. He rose 
into an ecstasy under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. He felt the exaltation of the prophetic 
state. He saw and understood things that other- 
wise would have been hidden, and he was directed 
to tell others what he saw. 
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A VOICE LIKE A TRUMPET 

The exiled John, “in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day,” heard a voice like a trumpet behind him. The 
voice was the voice of Jesus, announcing that John 
was to see something wonderful, but that the reve- 
lation was not for him alone. He was to write it 
down and send it to the seven churches. 

Why seven churches? There were more churches 
in Asia than the seven mentioned.. And some of 
the more important churches are omitted. Why 
just seven churches, and why just the seven that 
are mentioned? Seven was regarded by the Jews 
as a complete number. Seven churches are sym- 
bolical of all the churches—the complete Church 
of Jesus. The message is not just to seven churches, 
but to all churches, to the whole Church. 


VISION OF THE RISEN AND GLORIFIED 
CHRIST . 

When John had received his instructions, he 
turned to see the voice that had spoken to him. 
He saw a vision. The lesson text from v. 12 to 
v. 18 describes the risen and glorified Jesus. It is 
not intended to be an artistic picture. The details 
of the picture have a meaning, and the whole means 
that Jesus is in the midst of his suffering, strug- 
gling Church, and that he is beyond words majestic 
and wonderful. What. a comforting vision! How 
it was needed in John’s time, when John was an 
exile and the Church in Asia was suffering persecu- 
tion! How it is needed in our time when after 
nineteen hundred years the Church of Jesus is still 
engaged in a dreadful war against the powers of 
evil in the world! Jesus is in his Church; he is be- 
yond all words majestic and wonderful. The Jesus 
who walked and talked with the Galilean fisher- 
men is the same Jesus, but glorified! 


JESUS IN HIS CHURCH 

When John turned he saw seven golden candle- 
sticks, or lampstands. 
seven again. Undoubtedly each one of the seven 
lampstands represents one of the seven churches in 
Asia. But the seven churches are symbolical of the 
complete Church, of the whole Church of Jesus in 
all times and in every place. There, then, are the 
seven golden lampstands representing the complete 
Church of Jesus. And in the midst of them, that 
is, in the midst of the suffering, waiting church is 
“one like unto a son of man.” That means one like 
a human being. It is Jesus, like the Jesus whom 
John had known so well years ago, but transfig- 
ured, glorified. No doubt it reminded John of the 
time when he had seen the glory of Jesus on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. 


HIS CLOTHING DESCRIBED 
The clothing of Jesus is then described. It is the 
clothing of high office of the high priest. Jesus is 
indeed, the Priest of his people, who offered him- 
self a sacrifice for their sins. He wears the long 
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garment which reaches to his feet, and the golden 
girdle which binds the garment about him is high, 
“at the breasts,” as was customary with such cere- 
monial dress. 


HIS PERSON DESCRIBED 


The garments are the garments of a priest, but 
the Person is the Person of a king. The glorified 
Jesus is King, conquering and to conquer. He is a 
king terrible to his enemies, and awe-inspiring to 
his friends. All the details of the description unite 
to form a picture of One of unutterable power and 
majesty, “inspiring the beholder with a sense of 
awe and with the fear of judgment.” Yes, it is the 
terrible figure of the royal Judge—but in his hand 
are the seven stars, symbolical of the seven 
churches! The glorified Jesus holds the Church in 
the hollow of his hand! | 


JOHN’S TERROR 
The vision was so terrible in its glory and majesty 
that John was overcome. He fell at the feet of the 
risen and glorified Jesus like a dead man. But as 
an old church father reminds us the figure which 
John saw was that of him on whose breast he had 
lain at the Last Supper. It was the figure of 
“one like unto a son of man.” Jesus is majestic 
and awful but he is also merciful and tender. The 
hand of the King—the right hand, the very hand 
that sheltered the Church—was laid on John’s head, 
and a gentle voice said, “Fear not.” 


“FEAR NOT” 

John was not to be afraid. And the Church is 
not to be afraid. Jesus, the King, is in the midst 
of the Church; he holds the Church in his all-pow- 
erful hand. “Fear not; I am the first and the last, 
and the Living one; and I was dead, and behold, 
I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of 
death and of Hades.” The glorified Jesus is infinite 
and eternal! Triumph is sure for his Church. 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 

1. Why was John on the isle of Patmos? 
was the condition of the Church in Asia? 

2. On what day did he receive his revelation? 
What does “in the Spirit” mean? 

3. What instructions were given John about his 
revelation? Why were seven churches singled out? 

4. What do the candlesticks represent? What is 
the meaning of “one like unto a son of man”? 

5. Why is the description of vs. 13-16 suitable to 
the risen and glorified Jesus? 

6. What comfort could John get from the vision 
for himself? for the Church? 

7, What comfort can you get from the vision for 
your daily life? 


What 


The Intermediate Catechism 


Q. 15. How did Jesus Christ die? 
A. Jesus Christ died on the cross, the just for the 
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unjust, that he might reconcile us to God and save 
us from sin. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. Collect the titles applied to Jesus in this les- 
son. What was John’s opinion of the deity of Jesus? 

2. What do the seven Spirits; the seven candle- 
sticks; the seven stars represent? 

3. What effect does the vision of vs. 12-16 produce 
on your minds? What was its effect on the mind 
of John? What truth about Jesus does it present? 

4. What was the condition of the Church in 
John’s day? What is its condition in our day? 
What makes the triumph of the Church sure? 

5. Who is the center of the Church’s life? In 
what respects is Jesus the same to-day as when 
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John knew him in Galilee? 
different ? 

6. What does this lesson teach us about the mean- 
ing of Jesus’ death? about his present power? 

7. What encouragement for your daily struggle 
against evil can be drawn from this lesson? What 
hope for the Church? 


In what respects is he 


The Shorter Catechism 


Q. 64. What is required in the Fifth Command- 
ment? 

A. The Fifth Commandment requireth the preserv- 
ing the honor, and performing the duties, belonging 
to every one in their several places and relations, 
as superiors, inferiors, or equals. 


Lesson XII (XXV)—JOHN’S PICTURE OF WORSHIP IN HEAVEN 


The Golden Text—‘Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and ae and power, and might, 


be unto our God for ever oa ever. 


TEXT OF LESSON, 


COMMON VERSION 


9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, 
and fell before the throne on their faces, and wor- 
shipped God, 

12 Saying, A’men: Blessing, and glory, and wis- 
dom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. A’men. 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto 

‘me, What are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they? 
14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And 
‘he said to me, These are they which came out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple: and he 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. . 


The Time—Probably the last decade of the first century, A. D. 


Amen.”’—Rev. 7: 


REV. 7: 9-17 


AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE? 


9 After these things I saw, and behold, a great 
multitude, which no man could number, out of every 
nation and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
arrayed in white robes, and palms in their hands; 
10 and they ery with a great voice, saying, 

Salvation unto our God who sitteth on the 

throne, and unto the Lamb. 
11 And all the angels were standing round about 
the throne, and about the elders and the four liv- 
ing creatures; and they fell before the throne on 
their faces, and worshipped God, 12 saying, 

Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, 

thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, 

be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
These that are arrayed in the white robes, who are 
they, and whence came they? 14 And I say unto 
him, My lord, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they that come out of the great tribula- 
tion, and they washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore are 
they before the throne of God; and they serve him 
day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth 
on the throne shall spread his tabernacle over them. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; neither shall the sun strike upon them, nor 


and 


any heat: 17 for the Lamb that is in the midst of 
the throne shall be their shepherd, and_ shall 
guide them unto fountains of waters of life: 


and God shall wipe away every tear from their 
eyes. 


The Place—Patmos. 


Additional Passages for Study: Rev. 19: 1-9; 22: 1-5. 


1 Copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
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CONSIDER THE FUTURE 

What will come of it all? Here is the Galilean 
fisherman John, now a very old man, about as 
old as a man ever gets to be, and about as good 
a Christian as there ever was. He is an exile on 
the island of Patmos. He is suffering because he 
has been such a faithful witness to Jesus. Does it 
' seem to you that it is rather hard for such a won- 
derful old saint to suffer such a fate in his de- 
clining years? Has Jesus been unfaithful to John 
who has been so faithful to Jesus? 

Or think of the Church in Asia. Think of the 
Christian people in the churches to which John 
writes. These people were in tribulation. It was 
hard for them to be Christians. Has Jesus been 
unfaithful to them that he lets tribulation come 
to them and makes them wait for all that Jesus 
himself has promised? 

Or think of the lives of Christians to-day. Do 
they not have tribulations, too? Surely they do. 
The struggle against the evil in their hearts is some- 
times so bitter that they scarcely know what to do. 
Has Jesus played them false, then? Surely not 
that. Remember what Jesus himself said, “In the 
world ye have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.” 

Or think of the history of the Christian Church. 
It is a wonderful history. We have just been study- 
ing the part that Peter and John played in it. 
That ought to give us a vivid picture of the early 
Church nineteen centuries ago. And the deadly 
conflict is still going on. Is there nothing but strug- 
gle and tribulation for the Church? Yes, there is. 


JOHN’S VISION 
The aged John had a revelation of the future in 
his vision on the isle of Patmos. The part of John’s 
book which we have to study to-day is a vision of 
the future triumph. There are woes and battles 
now, but heaven is to come: 


THE CONTRAST | 

But before we study the lesson text, let us con- 
sider a vision of judgment. Read Rev. 6: 12-17. 
The great day of wrath has come. It is a terrible 
day. And the terror of it is represented by great 
symbols. The heavens seem to crack apart like a 
dry papyrus roll, “the divided portions curling up 
and forming a roll on either hand.” The mountains 
and the islands are moved out of their places. God 
sits on his throne in the sight of all. And men 
shrink from his presence. It is not death that men 
with unforgiven sin fear, but the face of God. And 
more terrible than all is the wrath of the Lamb. 
What could be worse than the wrath of Jesus, God’s 
Lamb, against those who would not have their sin 
taken away, who despised his wonderful love? 


BEFORE THE THRONE AND THE LAMB 

The throne is here again, the throne which stands 
for the Presence of God; and the Lamb is here. 
God is here and the Saviour is here. A great, an 
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innumerable multitude of people is here. What — 
crowds John had seen around Jesus in the days — 
when he was preaching and’ teaching in Galilee! 
What a crowd he had seen at the triumphal entry! 
But those crowds would be swallowed up in this in- 
numerable multitude, drawn out of “every nation 
and of all tribes and peoples and tongues.” This 
multitude was “standing before the throne and be- 
fore the Lamb.” There was no shrinking from the 
presence of God and no fear of the wrath of the 
Lamb. They were standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, erying, “Salvation unto our God 
who sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb.” 


THE HEAVENLY COMPANY JOINS 


John saw in his vision others standing before the 
throne besides this innumerable company. They | 
were the angels and the elders who represent the 
Church, and the four living creatures who repre- 
sent “nature with its ceaseless activity and its © 
ceaseless praise.” At the cry of the innumerable — 
company, these all fall on their faces before the 
throne in adoring worship. 


AN ELDER EXPLAINS . 

What did it all mean? What was this innumer- 
able company? What did their white robes sig- 
nify? The question was unspoken on John’s lips. 
An elder answered the question, but he asked it 
first. He asked John who these in white robes 
were, and whence they came. The vision was not 
merely a great spectacle. It had a meaning. What 
was it? John did not know. And the elder ex- 
plained in wonderful, timeless words the wonderful, 
timeless ways of God! “These are they that come 
out of the great tribulation, and they washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 

THE LAMB A SHEPHERD 

What a strange figure of speech! What a strange 
figure even for this Revelation of Jokn which is so 
But the 
Lamb is the Shepherd of those who have washed 
their robes, and made them clean in his blood. The 
first title the Galilean fisherman John ever heard 
applied to Jesus was “the Lamb of God,” and now 
in his great vision of things to come he sees the 
Lamb become the Shepherd of his people. With 
Jesus as their Shepherd they shall never know any 
want or any trouble or any sorrow. 


EVERY TEAR WIPED AWAY 

“And God shall wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” What description of heaven could be more 
simple or more beautiful or more comforting than 
that? When it seems hard to be a Christian, think 
of what the elder said to John! When the tears 
come to our eyes at the bitter thought of our own 
sinfulness and ingratitude to Jesus, think of the 
day that is coming. When pain and sorrow are 
doing their cleansing work in our hearts, remember 
the day when God shall wipe away every tear. 
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NOW DO YOU UNDERSTAND? 

Now do you understand how it was that the aged 
John did not feel that Jesus had deserted him when 
he was exiled to Patmos? Now do you understand 
why the early Church struggled on against persecu- 
tion? Now do you see how Christians are able to 
withstand fiery trials to-day, and why the true 
Church of Christ never doubts its final triumph? 
Jesus is a living Saviour. He is in the midst of his 
Church to-day. And to-morrow those who trust him 
to make them pure and clean will stand in his 
presence, crying, “Salvation unto our God who sit- 
teth on the throne, and unto the Lamb.” 


FOR INTERMEDIATE PUPILS 


1. Where is the great multitude represented as 
being? From what parts of the world did they 
come? What periods of history do they represent? 

2. To whom does the multitude ascribe salvation? 
Why is Jesus called “the Lamb’? 

3. Who are the angels? the elders? the living 
creatures? Why do they praise God? 

4. Who are the people in white robes? 
their robes become white? 

5. How are vs. 15-17 connected with v. 14? What 
does the future hold for those who have not washed 
their robes? Answer from Rev. 6: 15-17. 

6. What are the redeemed represented as doing 
in heaven? How does their life differ from their 
life on earth? In what respects is it the same? 

7. What comfort could John himself get out of 
this vision? the churches in Asia? What comfort 
ean Christians to-day get from it? 


How did 
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The Intermediate Catechism 

Q. 16. When did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? 

A. Jesus Christ rose from the dead the third day 
after his burial and, after forty days, ascended into 
heaven. 

Q. 17. How will Jesus Christ come again? 

A. Jesus Christ will come again with power and 
erry glory, and will judge us all according to our 
works. 


FOR SENIOR STUDENTS 


1. What part does the expectation of a future 
life with rewards and punishments play in regulat- 
ing human life? 

2. How are you influenced by the contrast be- 
tween Rev. 6: 15-17 and the lesson text? 

3. According to this lesson what is the goal of 
human history? How do vs. 9, 10 bear on. your 
answer? Vs. 11, 12? 

4. According to this lesson how are men saved? 
From what are they saved? To what? 

5.-How does the divine presence affect the -re- 
deemed? those who are still in their sins? 

6. What would you say is the great message of 
this lesson to individual Christians? to the Church? 


The Shorter Catechism 

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the Fifth Command- 
ment? 

A. The Fifth Commandment forbiddeth the neg- 
lecting of, or doing anything against, the honor and 
duty which belongeth to every one in their several 
places and relations. 


Lesson XIII (XXVI) REVIEW—THE LIFE WORK OF 
PETER AND JOHN 


The Golden Text—‘“Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”—Matt. 28 : 19, 20. 


Read Rev. 21: 21 to 22:5 


WHAT WAS THAT LIFE WORK? 

These lessons opened with the two Galilean fisher- 
men, Peter and John, waiting at Jerusalem with the 
little company of Galilean believers. The life work 
of Jesus was done. We have seen this quarter how 
faithfully Peter and John did their life work. We 
have had glimpses of Peter at work for more than 
thirty years; and we have had glimpses of John, 
more than sixty years after Pentecost—the last 
glimpse as an exile on the isle of Patmos “for the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” We 
have seen how James, John’s brother, sealed his 
witness with his blood. It is probable that Andrew 
and Peter did the same. And our quarter’s work 
has ended with the revelation of the life of the 
redeemed in heaven which the aged John received, 
when he was the last left alive of those who had 
seen and talked with Jesus. 

' The life work of Peter and John is not different 
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from our life work. They lived in different times, 
and under different conditions, indeed, but their life 
work was to bear witness to the power of Jesus to 
give men peace with God, to transform their lives, 
make them useful in the working out of God’s great 
plans for the world, and fit them for heaven. That 
is our life work as Christians, too. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us run over the lessons hastily to see how 
Christianity spread during the years covered by 
these lessons. Our survey will not be complete by 
any means, for we will leave out of account the 
great missionary work of Paul and others. But we 
can at least see how Peter and John were connected 
with the great movements of their day. 

Lesson I shows us the beginnings of the witness- 
ing Church in Jerusalem. Three thousand are added 
to the Church by Peter’s first speech in witness to 


Lesson XIII (XXVI) 


Jesus. Lesson II shows Peter and John witnessing 
to Jesus in the Temple, by a deed of mercy in the 
name of Jesus and by a speech. Lesson III con- 
tinues the witness of Peter and John before the 
highest Jewish court, the sanhedrin. How bold they 
were in their testimony! Lesson IV gives us a 
glimpse of the Church life in Jerusalem, in which 
Peter stands up for truth and honesty. That is 
witnessing for Jesus. These four lessons have shown, 
us Peter and John leading the first Church in Jeru- 
salem in its witness for Jesus. But the gospel must 
spread beyond Jerusalem. A severe persecution ot 
the Jerusalem church sends the believers out into 
the world with. their testimony. The world-wide 
mission of Christianity is begun. 

Lesson V introduces us to the first stage in the 
progress of the gospel to the Gentiles. Philip 
preaches to the half-Jew, half-Gentile Samaritans, 
who become true believers. Peter and John visit 
them, and confirm the work which Philip has done. 
The Holy Spirit is given to Samaritan believers, 
too. Lesson VI shows us Peter on one of his many 
tours among the Judean churches. Testimony has 
been borne to Jesus up and down Judea. 

Lesson VII is most’ important. You remember 
how fully the historian who wrote the book of The 
Acts, the physician Luke who was himself a Gen- 
tile, tells the story of the first Gentile conversion. 
The “God-worshiping” Gentile Cornelius at Caesarea 
receives instruction from God to send for Peter. 
Peter at Joppa receives instruction from God to go 
to Cornelius. While Peter is in the midst of his 
testimony to Jesus in the Gentile’s house, in the 
presence of a company of Gentiles, God sends the 
Holy Spirit upon them. Who, then, could forbid 
their baptism? It was evident that “to the Gentiles 
also hath God granted repentance unto life.” 

Lesson VIII begins with the first break in the 
group of the four. Galilean fishermen—James, 
John’s brother, dies a martyr’s death, and Peter 
barely escapes the same fate. 

Lessons IX to XII bring us the testimony of 
Peter and John to Jesus in a different form. Peter 
writes the text of Lesson IX to Christians through- 
out Asia Minor. Witness has been borne to Jesus 
there. And the Christians in Asia Minor are being 
persecuted. The burden of Peter’s message is that 
Christians must keep themselves separate from the 
world; they must be pure and brave. The text of 
Lesson X is written by John in his old age. He 
is at Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province 
of Asia. His message is that love lies at the bottom 
of Christian living the love of God for us, shown 
in the death of Jesus. But being so loved by 
God we must love others. Lessons XI and XII are 
parts of the great revelation which the aged John 
received from Jesus when he was an exile on the 
island of Patmos. They contain a vision of the 
risen and glorified Jesus, and a glimpse of the life 
of the redeemed in heaven. John was being perse- 
cuted for his testimony to Jesus; the Church in 
Asia was being persecuted; the Church of Jesus 


Review—The Life Work of Peter and John 


throughout the world and throughout history would 
suffer persecution. But Jesus reigns. This vision 
of the risen and glorified Christ sums up the mes- 
sage of Revelation. Lesson XII enforces these 
great truths. 


THE TESTIMONY TO JESUS 


Now that we have briefly gone over the progress 
of the Church as it is connected with these lessons 


on the life work of Peter and John, let us go back 


over the lessons to see just what testimony Peter 
and John bore to Jesus. What was their opinion 
about the Jesus with whom they had lived, with the 
circumstances of whose death they were familiar, of 
whose resurrection and ascension they had been wit- 
nesses? Read the passages below. 

Lesson I. Acts 2 : 22-24, 32, 33, 36, 38. Here is 
Peter’s testimony that Jesus is the Messiah, that 
he died according to God’s plan, that he rose from 
the dead, that he ascended into heaven, that he is 
the Saviour of men. Lesson II, Acts 3: 14-26. 
Heré is Peter’s testimony to the same facts about 
Jesus. Lesson III, Acts 4: 8-12. Testimony of 
Peter and John to the resurrection and power of 
Jesus, and to the fact that he is the only Saviour 
of men. Lesson V, Acts 8:5, 12. What was the 
substance of Philip’s testimony? Acts 8:25. What 
was the message of Peter and John? Lesson VI, 
Acts 9: 34, 35, 42. What do you suppose was Pe- 
ter’s message in Lydda and Joppa? Lesson VII, 
Acts 10: 37-43. How does this testimony of Peter 
to the Gentiles compare with his speeches in Acts, 
chs. 2 and 3? Is the same testimony te Jesus 
found in all? What is that testimony? Lesson IX, 


I Peter 2: 3-5. What is Peter’s testimony to Jesus: 


now, more than thirty years after Pentecost? What 
testimony is found in. I Peter 2 : 21-25? What does 
Peter testify here about the example of Jesus? 
about the death of Jesus? Lesson X, I John 4: 14. 
What is the testimony of John to Jesus? Is it the 
testimony of personal experience? I John 4: 9, 10 
gives John’s testimony to the power of God’s love 
shown in the death of Jesus. Lesson XI, Rev. 
1: 14-18. What is John’s testimony to the risen and 
glorified Jesus? Lesson XII, Rev. 7:9, 10, 14. 
This testimony crowns the life work of John. It 


was also in substance the testimony of Peter. Jesus 


is Saviour. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 
away sin. By him we are brought to stand before 
the throne of God to serve him day and night. 

The testimony of Peter and John to Jesus is in- 
valuable. But it is also the testimony of an in- 
numerable multitude, which can be numbered by 
no man. It is a great and glorious company of 
those who give their lives now to testifying to Jesus 
and who shall stand before him at the last with 
their robes washed, and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Will you not receive the testimony of 
Peter and John? Will you not join the innumer- 
able multitude? 
Saviour and Lord? 
to his service? 


Will you not give your lives 
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Will you not take Jesus as your 
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